ANSWER 
E- TO THE 
Biſhop of OXFORDs Reaſons 
FOUR. 2 
ABROGATING 


THE 


TESH 


Impos'd on All 


Members of Parliamen 
Anno 1678. O#ob, 3o. | 


In thefe Words, 


I A. B. doſolemnly and ſi:.cerely, in the P2eſence of God, p20- 
feſs, teſtifie, and veclare, That J do believe that in the Sa- 
crament of the Lozd's Supper there is not any Tzanſubſtan- 
tiation of the Elemen's of Bread and Wine into the Body 
and Blood of Chztſt, at, 02 after the Coniecration thereof 
by any Perſan whatlsever ; Anu that the Jnvocatto::, 02 Ado- 

,2atton of the Uirgin Mary, 02 any other Saint, ans the Sa- 
crifice of the Mais, as th:y are now uſed tn the Church sf 
Rome, are Superſtit;ous and Jdolacrous., 


2 By a Perſon of Quality. 


London, Printed in the Year 1688. 
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To the Kingdom in General. 


F 1S Majeſty, having with a Grace exemplary nor 
onely to all his Subjefts of this Naiion, but to all 
Chriſtian Princes and States, ( however they may 

be themſelves of the Roman Perſuaſion) defign'd tt, 
as the avowed Glory and Stability of his Reign, to 
ſertle ſucha Liberty, that there maybe free diſcourſes, 
and debates concerning the Truths of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and the Diſſents of Chriſtians in them, as from 
the Pulpit, ſo proportionably from the Preſs ; as there- 
fore. the Miniſters and Fautors of that Church (which 
would be known by the Name of Catholick ) have - al- 
ways ( and. will be while they are) always altive 
with their Pens to the utmoſt in their Spher. And 
as we ſee they have Publick Freedom, ſo is it nat 20 
be doubted of the Princely ſo UVniuerſal Grace, but 
that he intends a Freedom on the other fide to. an- 
ſwer ; that there may he no Inequality in holding the 
"Beam, but that it may alike incline to all in this 
matter, ſpecially now that be is making Credence « 
thoſe his Royal Favours to all Flis Proteſtant | 
Jjefs, who cannot but be deeply concernd at ſuch a 
Time as this ; becauſe of the great Advantages, the 
Intereſts of the Connter-Scale hope for from a 'Sove- 
reign of their own Sentiments. But inn caſe is this 
Liberty more defirable, than when an _Amghipions- 
Ambidextrous Brihop, who aſſumes, like #bat Angel 
of the Revelation, to- je — on- the - Sea, =_ 
; | a tne 


as [2] | 
the other on the Earth : One Foot on the Protef- 
rant Church, ( which he calls one. as if his ſelf were 
of it) and the other on the Roman: Tu favour of 


which he ſo openly appeareth (' to ſpeak the moſt ho- 
nourably of him) to conciliate toward it, at leſt a 


Caſſandrian Temperament : which, "as it will never be 


eelded by the Proteſtant, ſo would it not be ac- 
cepted, if it were offer d, by the Papiſt. For he hath 
publiſhed ( with what intentions is beſt known to God, 
and his own Conſcience ) a palliation of the moſt ir- 
reconciliable Points of the Popiſh ' Religion, Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, the "Tnvoca- 
' tion and Adoration of the Virgin Mary ſwolx to ſuch 
a Monſtrofity in that Religion, together with other 
Saints, and all with Images tos; Points wherein the 
Wiſedom of the Nation thought fit to fix the TEST, 
as the ſecurity of Proteſtancy; and that of Ima- 
ges of ſo great Infamy in Sacred Writ, and all theſe 
with a Multitude of Rampant Words; now rather 
than a Multitude of ſuch Words ſhould not be anſwe- 
red, or a man-.of lips be juſtified, even the very 
Stones would ſpeak : Such Lies and Sophiſlry will nat 
ſuffer Men to hold their peace, aud while he ſeems ra- 
ther to mock than argue, ſhould not every one en- 
deavour to make him aſhamed > For, certainly, his 
ways of Diſcourſe are like thoſe of the Whoriſh Wo- 
man 2» the Proverbs, ſo moveable , one cannot know 
them, he comes out in this Time, that he eſteems a 
Twilight, aud with a proſtituted Subtilty he treats 
of Sacred things : he is loud and ſtubborn ; his feet 
abide not i» the Houle of his own Church, as he his 
felf ſtyles it ; but now he is in the Streets of the 
Strange Religion, and layeth wait in every Corner 
with a New ſort of. Eccleſiaſtical Poluty, or in a New 

Edition, 


VILA 


[ 3 ] 
Edition, and his great Temptation ir, T have, ſaith le» 
Peace-Offerings with me, that carry at the ſame Time 
Reconciliableneſs to Rotne, and likewiſe a |) elting 
himſelf in a defignd Indulgence to his own Genius, 


' and careſſing himſelf in the thoughts of his comforta- 


Ble Magdalen Importances, and though at a high Wa- 
ter of Papacy he would be burnt for a Yeretick, if 
he did not ſpeak more out, which without doubt he 
is prepard to do on congruous Occaſions, yet ſo mach, 
at this ſeeming Return of the Water, is enough to be- 
atifie: aud then Canonize him in that preſent Kalen- 
der, where, I doubt not, he. ſtands markt with a Red 
Letter, and it may be a juſt Reaſon to al! ſincere Pro- 
teſtants to ſpue him out of their Mouths : The obſer- 
vation of his double dealing and appearing more like 
the Atheiſt ' than the Learned and Tugenuous, though 
miſperſuaded, Papiſt, ſowetimes tranſports my Style be- 
yond its own Intention -and Reſolution, when I firſt eſ+ 


ſaid to confider onely the rational part of Diſcourſe 


in thoſe matters; and I am much the bolder, becauſe 
T hear from all, his Book hath much differs#d His Maje- 


"flies Grations Parpaſe, and created in all minds a Nau- 


ſea ; ſpecially obſerving. his odd Aſperſions on ſo emi- 
nent - a Perſon, as Dr. St. who 'in the thoughts of all 
the World is incomparably (and beyond all poſſibility of 
being nam'd together,) ten thouſand times more, © the 
Apoſtolick Biſhop. | | 

If I have offered too largely to a juſt Indignation here, 


 T having the Treatiſe it ſelf moſtly applied my ſelf to 


the rational part, and minded chiefly to poſſeſs the Rea- 
der with the true ſenſe of things : I have therefore wau'd 
the perſuit of his Hiſtory of Tranſubſtantiation in the ſe- 
weral Stages of it, leaving it to more learned Perſons, 
who, 1 doubt not, may obſerve in their uſual _—— 

| aily 
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, {4] 
dail-y paths, through the whole courſe of Eccleſiaſtick 
Times Many of his Erratick motions : but however the 
main point of truth, or falſhood on that Head, or Article 
reſts in this little room whether it is poſſible to believe 
ſuch ſublim: ſpirituality (as our Lord alway breath d) fo 
little of kin to ſenſe, -to matter, to fleſh, ould in his 
holy dying erage” Er him ſo, that he ſhould, in- 
tend to engage his Bleſſed Body, that was ſo ſuddenly to 
become a Spiritual Glorious Body, and to Alilcend far 
above all Heavens, to ſo ing/orious , infipid, ineffica- 
cious a deſſcent,as enely to diſpoſſeſs a ſmall Roll of Bread, 
or Wafer of its whole Subſtance, .and as by a trick to leaue 
its Accidents ſtill intire to fool and baffle all the ſenſe and 
reaſon in| the World : and yet to ſo little effet as to 
ſuffer the Bodies and the Souls t00, of the greateſt number 


of the Eaters to be without any Evidences of good, as 


notorious and certain, as the miracle is ſuppoſed to be 
ftupendous ; whoever can believe this, need not go to wifit 
the dark and too oft impure .Cells where ſoftrange a Doc- 
rine was. conceiVd and foſter d, he hath a Buliumy of 


Faith without more ado of ſearch and inquiry to dewour. 


all the abſurdities that the name of a Church can.offer 
| bim. | | | 

And as to the points of Idolatry, abating from things 
Pious and Lonak EY which 7 the cy — 
of deference and honour be yielded, and paid) the No- 
tions he would imprint of it on the minds of his Readers, 
are.an audacious affront .(as he ſpeaks in a more innecent 
caſe) to God the Creator of Heaven and Earth. is this 
Wor d, who theregu abborrs all Di tributions and Par- 
.cellings out of any ——_— | wich of the .of the 
One God, or Mediator to,any of themoft. | bus 
Creatures, Angels, or Saints, or the Mother of God, as 
he ſpeaks without Precedent from Scripture, and hardly 


allow 
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atlowaBle in a Piſcaerſe of Idoſatry alrhougy tolerated in 


rhe cafe of the Neilteriam Ftrejie : Rven ſo all Addreſs. 
of any Beings beftdes that God 'and yhe NViediator, his 
Word'dotlt de TEST fpecraltympiirble Beings,to whom we 
can make not the leaff* Application, but under the peril, of 
Idohtry as Comm:nicatmg them, in any ſemblances of 
Worſhip, with thoſe Tncommunicable Atttibutes a»d Pro- 
perries of Omnifrrence ' and Otnnipreſente- : Fe hath: 
indeed allowed and commanete mutuous reſpects in the low- 


* er humane World for the ſettlement of the order of Reli-, 
| gious, gnd Civil Offices ; but all the figments of Men's 


own Brains concerning Worſhip of Himſcelt, or of the Me- 
diator through the'Nedmtion: off any of his Creatures, and 
moſt notoriouſly, by Graven Images, or any kind of Si- 
militudes comprehending other Figments, he declares to 
be Abomination. Ut is a grand Audaciouſneſs therefore 
to offer ſuch an inſolent piece of falſhood to Chriſtian minds 
as zthat the Cherub were by his appointmeno be 
Worſhipped, or to have Worſhip direted to them, 
becauſe their Reſemblances were placed as waiting at that 
Throne that was Empty of any Preſence to fit upon it ; 
but an Inviſible Glory and Grace had promiſed favour 
to thoſe who, according to his Word, praid toward that 
place, which He having fill d with a viſible ſign of his 
Preſence of Glory He after placed his Name there : 
with ay much ſenſe therefore it might have been ſaid .thar 
every Stone in the Building of the Temple, or whatever 
was in the Temple, or ſpecially in the Holy of Holic:, 
was to be Worſhipped as to ſay the Clierubim were to b: 
Worſhipped, of God in, through, or by them. 

A Parattett Efffontery 77 75 70 Toad the Sun and HoT of 
Heaven, the Scripture with a!the Idolaitries brands, and 
ſo contrary to the very letter of it, that the Vitional 
Repreſentation of the Jewiſh Idolatries to Ezekiel, Ch. 7. 

(b) | dijtiz- 
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dail-y paths, through the whole courſe of Eccleſiaſtick 
Times Many of his Erratick motions : but however the 
main point of truth, or falſhood on that Head, or Article 
reſts in this little room whether it is poſſible to believe 
ſach ſublim: ſpirituality (as our Lord alway breatb'd) fo 
little of kin to ſenſe, -to matter, to fleſh, ſhould in his 
holy dying T_T him ſo, that be ſhould, in- 
tend to engage his Bleſſed Body, that was ſo ſuddenly to 
become a Spiritual Glorious Body, and to Allcend far 
above all Heavens, to ſo ing/orious , infipid, incffica- 
cious a deſſcent,as onely to diſpoſſeſs a ſmall Roll of Bread, 
or Wafer of its whole Subſtauce, .and as by a trick to leave 
its Accidents ſtill intire to fool and baffle all the ſenſe and 
reaſon in the World : and yet to ſo little effteRt as to 
ſuffer the Bodies and the Souls too, of the greateſt number 


of the Eaters to be without any Fvidences of good, as . 


notorious and certain, as the miracle is ſuppoſed to he 
ftupendeus ; whoever can believe this, need not go to vifit 
the dark and too oft impure .Cells where ſoftrange a Doc- 
rine was conceid and foſter d, he hath a Bulumy of 
Faith without more ado of ſearch and inquiry to dewour 
all the abſurdities that the name of a Church can. offer 
bim, | p-, | 

And as to the points of Idolatry, abating from things 
'Pious and Learned, (to which bor the mms 
of deference and honour be yielded, and paid) the No- 
tions he would imprint of it on the minds of his Readers, 
are.an audacious affront .(as he ſpeaks in. a more innocent 
. caſe) to God the Creator of Heaven and Earth. i this 
Word, who thereza abborrs all Diftributions aud Par- 
.cellings out of any 4 les of the Qlory of the 
One God, or Mediator. ro:any of theqoft nick of bis 
Creatures, Angels, or Saints, or the Mother of God, as 
he ſpeaks without Precedent from Scripture, and hardly 
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atlowable ina Diſcanrſe of Idoſatry althoug;) tolerated in 
the cafe of the Neltormrn Ftrejte':; Bven ſo all Addreſs. 
of any Beings beftdes that. God and he NWiediator, bis 
Word doth de TEST [pectallymi/7ble Beings;to whom we 
can make not the leaf Application, but under the peril, of 
Idohtry as Comm:nicatimg them, in any ſemblances of 
Worſhip, with thoſe Tncommunicable Attribiites and Pro» 
perries of Omnifetence ' aud Otmnipteſente- : He hath» 
indeed allowed and commanded mutuous ref pets in the low- 


' er humane World for the ſettlement of the order of Reli-, 


gious, gud Civil Offices ; but all the figments of Men's 
own Brains concerning Worſhip of Himlſelt, or of the Me- 
diator through the'Medmtion off any of his Creatures, and 
moſt notoriouſly, by Graven Images, or any kind of Si- 
militudes comprehending other Figments, he declares to 
be Abomination. Ut is a grand Audaciouſneſs therefore 
to offer ſuch an inſolent piece of falſhood to Chriſtian minds 
as athat the Cherub were by his appointmen be 
Worſhipped, or to have Worſhip direted to them, 
becauſe their Reſemblances were placed as waiting at that 
Throne that was Empty of any Preſence to fit upon it ; 
But an Inviſible Glory and Grace had promiſed favour 
to thoſe who, according to his Word, praid toward that 
place, which He having fill d with a viſible ſign of his 
Preſence of Glory He after placed his Name there : 
with wy much ſenſe therefore it might have been ſaid .thar 
every Stone in the Building of the Temple, or whatever 
was in the Temple, or ſpecially in the Holy of Holic:, 
was to be Worſhipped as 70 ſay the Clierubim were to b-: 
Worſhipped, of God in, through, or by them. 

A Parattett Efffontery 77 75 70 oat the Sun and HoT of 
Heaven, the Scripture with a!the Idolitries brands, and 
ſo contrary to the very letter of it, that the Vitional 
Repreſentation of the Jewiſh Idolatries 70 Ezekiel, Ch. 7. 

| (b) dijtiz- 
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diſlinguiſheth that of the Sun from all the Reſt, I 


\ ſtand therefore in perfeit Amaze and Aſtoniſh what the 


Chriſtian, much more the Proteſtant, Biſhop ſhould mean, 
and yet make ſo open. and publick an appeal for his In- 
tegrity, God and the World in the cloſe. As towhat con- 
cerns the Telt and the Peerage, I humbly ſubmit the 
Reaſos of it to the higher Judges i» theſe things; beg- 
ging pardon of any errors in ſo great matters, as likewiſe 


ta ing example in that, 1 beg of all Men allowance for 
miſtakes of humane infirmity in ſo Critical a point and in + 


ſo Critical a time, 


DRAWDEREVE. ROFMADA. 
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ANSWER 


Biſhop of Oxford's Reaſons 


For Abrogating the 


Impos'd on all Members of 
PARLIAMENT. 
Ann. 1678. Oftob, 30. 
|| N undertaking togive an Anfwer to theſe Reaſons, 


I ſhall chooſe, as my particular Province, to inſiſt 
onely- upon the moſt ſubſtantial Principles of Rea- 

fon, and that may moſt concern, (as we uſually ſpeak ) 
the Merits of the Caufe, with all due regard to the 
Character of Dignity, the Laws of this Nation, and the 
Conſtitution of the Government thereof (both Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtick) have imprinted upon theAuthour ; as alſo 
' Þ at remem- 
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(2) 
remembring the Admonition the Apoſtle Jude gives 
from the Example of the Arch- Angel, who diſputing 
with the Devil about the Body of Moſes, moſt probally 
in the Cauſe of Idolatry, did not adventure to bring a- 
gatuſd him a Railing Accuſation, but ſaid, the nd re- 
buke Thee. | 

Nor will I aſſume to make the leaſt Reflexion upon 
the Inſufficiencies of the Diſcourſe, as to its particular 
Frame and Menage, or upon the Air, Meen, or Spirit of 
it, relating to cither the Roman, or the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, or to the Names of greateſt Honour, Authority 
and Reverence,. who have acted, or written in Defence 
of the Reformation : But leaving all this part to thoſe, 
who have both Talents, and Authority to ſupport them 
in their juſt Cenſures of ſuch a manner of Treaty of what 
deſerves our highelt Value and Veneration, I will con- 
tent my ſelf with Debating upon the principal Matters, 
taking then in the utmoſt Extent of the Offenſive, or 
Deſenſive Arguments upon them. ; 

The Heads therefore. according to which 

Reaſ. 1. this Diſcourſe is to be modell'd, mult be thoſe 

 _ Reaſons, the Bi/hopgives for the Abrogating of 

the Teſt : The firſtof which is ; © That it doth not one- 

_ © [F diminiſh, but utterly deſtroy the natural Rights of 

* Peerage , and-turns the Bjrth-Right of the Engliſh 
* Nobility into a Precarious Title. 

Now in the firſt place in. anſwer to this, T muſt ob- * 
ſerve ; that in the very thought of utterly deſtroying 
this Right, the Epiſcopal Authour does ſomewhar relear, 
and recoyl-from the .Height of his Expreſſion, and a- 
bates it into a Turning that Birth-Right into a Precarious 
Title : Taking. therefore advantage trom that ſo natural, 
and even-neceilary Receſs, or Condeſcenſion, if not to be 
thought, As it very much ſeems. a Check upon _— 

7 : ouſneſs 
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LEP, 

ouſneſs of ſtyle from a Conſciouſneſs of its Exceſs ; I 
ſhall take the boldneſs more freely to aſſert , That the 
natural Rights of Peerage are. not at all deſtroyed,..but 
own'd, upheld, and more ſolemnly acknowledg'd by the 
Teft-Af. Secondly, that the Birth-Right of the En- 
gliſh Nobility is no way turn'd into a Precarious Title 
by it. | | 
And becauſe this is indeed the onely Argument for 
the removing the 7eft- 4, that is of true Strength, and 
Merit in the whole Contexture; it deſerves the more 
Arttent Conſideration. 

For whatever ſhall attempt to ſhake ſuch a main Pil- 
lar, and Fundamental Principle of our Engliſh Govern- 
ment, ought to be both ſuſpected, and feareu; and it it 
indeed prove to do ſo, to be ſurpriz'd and foreclos'd 
from its Effect : But the Invalidity of this Charge will 
thus appear. | | 

1. It is molt evident the Right of Peerage in the Ge- 
neral ſtands firm, notwithſtanding the Teſt : Seeing this 
Principle of Government is not onely ſtill, but with 
ſtrongeſt Confirmations even from this very Teſt-A& on 
all ſides preſerv'd moſt firm and undoubted, That there 
is a moſt juſt Right that every Peer hath to all the pri- 
vileges of Engliſh Peerage : Accordingly the very Act 
is founded upon that Acknowledgment, and Suppoliti- 
on, viz. That every Peer hath ſuch Right to all the Ho- 
nours of Peerage, and to that Right molt unqueſtionable 
in it ſelf, for elſe the very Ground of the Law were ta- 
ken away. 2. All and every Peer ſubmitting to that 
Law takes that Right, and enjoys it without any Dimi- 
nution, and holds it not onely for himſelf, but for that 
whole E/tate : the whole Leing acknowledg'd in every 
Member : And particularly fitting, and voting in the 
Higher Houſe of Parliament, ( which is therefore with 

| Honour 
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Honour to that Efare call'd the Houſe of Lords) is sc- 


knowledged to be the juſt Right of Peerage without any 
Infra&tion upon the Right it ſelf, 3. Even thoſe Noble 
Lords, who do refuſe, or do not aQtually ſubmit to the 
taking the 7ef?, have yer their Right of Birth, Blood, or 


other Title preſerv'd undiſputed, and: inviolate, as it is 


ſuch a Right and on ſuch a Claim ; and therefore when- 
ever they pleaſe to acceptrit on that Condition, there is 
no demur upon their Right. But untill they ſo accept, 
theirRightis in a kind of Abeyance, and Cuſtody of Law 
forthem ; and never dyes, or isextinguiſht. 4. The Sof- 
penſion in the mean time amountsno higher to the De- 
falcation of the Priviledge, (nor indeed ſohigh) than the 
Minority of ſuch Noble Perſons, which cauſe's a Suſpen- 
ſton of that Priviledge of voting in Parlzamert, till they 
are of Age, which is not at their pleafure, but requires 
the natural Courſe of Time to advance them to it; 
whereas in this cafe, they may in Conſtruftion of Law 


_every day remove the Obſtruction and enjoy their 


Right, ſeeing the Claim is always allow'd, and own'd, 
and the Law takes no notice of the Reaſons of their 
refuſal. 5. This is made moſt evident ; in that all other 
natural Rights of their Peerage, are notwithſtanding the 
Suſpenſion of this particular Branch continued to them. 
6. It is moſt undeniable; their Right of Blood, or other 
Claim to the Przviledge of Parliament is unmoved ; be- 
cauſe not their taking the 7efſ?, but that precedent,and (till 
continuing juſt Right, givesthem a perfect enjoyment of 
that particular PrivzJedge whenever they take che Zeſt. 
Which is, I hope, a full Vindication of the natural Rights. 
of Peerage from being utterly deſtroyed ; ſeeing it 1s 
onely one Branch, that is in Queſtion, and that is onely 


\ 


ſuſpended, or rather dgpoſited in truſt with the Houſe of 


Peers, and no way deſtroy'd, or extinguiſh'd. 


2.. I come 


(Cs) 


2, ] come therefore to make good in the ſecond 
place, that the Bzrth-Right of the Englith Nobility is 
not turn'd into a Precarieas Title, nor that which in 
former Ages was forleited onely by Treaſon is now at 
the mercy of every Factzon, or every Paſſion in Parlia- 
ment. | | 

For that can neyer be Precarious, nor at ſuch mercy, 
which ſubſiſts, and reſts upon the common Baſe of the 
whole World for its ſecurity, and that is the Law of 
ſelf-preſervation. 

For when a Parliament conſiſts of Two Fouſes, and 
the 7pper Houſe of Two Eftates, each Eſtate a Conven- 
. tion ( as 1s to be always preſumed) of the wiſeſt, and 
moſt honourable Perſons of a whole Nation, the Lower 
Houſe hath always upon all their Propoſals, of Offers at 
any Bill, the curb and reſtraint; that this is to paſs the 
Tpper Houſe, or Houſe of Lords, and therefore cannot 
rationally ſo much, as eſſay them with any Law, that 
would deſtroy 'the Rights of their Peerage. 

But ſuppoſe:the Houſe of Commons thould make ſfoun- 
reaſonable an attempt, it can never be imagin'd, ſo in- 
telligent a Body always provident, and watchfull, fo 
naturally ſenſible of Honour, and of their own Intereſt, 
ſhould either be impos'd upon, or drawn by whatſoever 
motives to conſent to. the Deſtruction of their very 
Conſtitution, there being no ſtronger Paſſion, or more 
binding Cement, than that of ſe/f-preſervation. 

And yet the preparation of the Two Houſes for the 
bringing forth a Law , does but form the Materi- 
als, rhat they may be preſented to the Royal Aſſent to 
to give them the form and life; who as the common 
Father of the Countrey will judg, of all Bills, whether 
they are the Products of Paſſion, or Fation, and fo they 
either live, or are ſtill-born. 
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When all Laws are therefore thus winnow'd, and 
ſifted through theſe ſeveral Explorations of Perſons ſup- 
pog'd to have all manner of 7alents for judging, and the 
quickeſt Reſentments of their own Intere!t, and Con- 


cernment whether as the Lower, or Higher Body of a 


Nation, whether Civil, or Ecclejtaſtick, and then ſhall 
all meet in the common Head, who fees, and feels for 
the whole, it is very adventurous to impute ſuch En- 
ations to the Faction, or Pallion of a Parliament. See- 
ing this'mu'l needs be the firmeſt Foundation humane 
Aiſairs can be entrulled to in this World, viz. the Law 
of ſelf preſervation ballanc'd by King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, E'reany thing Lecomesa Law. And although, it . 
is true, the influence of the Supreme Prince, the Genius, 
and Temper of an Age, or particular Inclination of Times, 


the Configuration of various Co-incidents may preport- 


cetate to the worſe, in ſome Laws, yet there muſt 
be ſubmitlion to ſuffering, even when Conſcience, or 
Reaſon counterſways that which we call Aqtive Obedi- 
ence to ſuch Laws; or all Government muſt be unhinged, 


and fall. 
And ſeeing it is acknowledg'd there may be a For- 


 feiture by Treaſon of the Rights of Peerage, and that it 


hath been in” the Power ot Parlzaments to declare the 
nature and kinds of Treaſon, there is, nor can be grea- 
ter danger to the Peerage in truſting themſelves with 
the Suſpenſion of one Branch of their Right than, in 
truſting themſelves with the whole of thoſe Rights: 
and it is very rare, that humane Nature (ſpecially ſuch 
ſapient and honourable partof it) conſpire with a FaZion, 
or Paſſion againſt themſelves, or receive a precedent 
{rom a partul infringment of their Rights to deſtrutti- 
on of the whole; ſecing, if ſo great an Eftate hath over- 
{cen in a leſſer concern, it is to be concluded, it will be the 

more 
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mere jealous aſter, and where the whole is in danger ; 
and fo there 15 no more conſequence trom the Precedent 
of the Teſt-Law ( which is ether unawares, or by the 
force of Truth, or of meer Grace, it being unlike the reſt 
of this Diſcourſe, granted by the Reverend Authour to 
have been uſefull in its ſeaſon ) rhan from a neceſſary 
and prudent opening a vein to conclude. the Perſon that 
conſents to the one, will therefore conſent to the let- 
ting out the whole Maſs of Blood. 

And laſtly aſter all that hath been faid ; the 
Inſtances this Authour gives of the firſt Tranuſub/tanti- 
ation-Teſt, and the Prote/tation, or Telt of Loyalty in 
which the priviledge of Peerage was fo carefully provi- 
ded for againſt injury by either of thoſe 7e/ts, do ra- 
ther {lrengthen than weaken what hath been inſiſted 
on ; for it confirms, how quick of apprehenſion the 
Houſe of Peers have always been in that point, and 
therefore they would not ſuffer their own Peerage to 
fall under any Eclipſe, ſooner than they found abſo- 
lute neceſlity, and ſuch a good ariſing, as would com- 
penſate any fo much, as Parenthe/ts of the full Beams of 
that Glory on any of their Members, and fo that it 
ſhould be no more than a Parenthefis, till ſuch Mem- 
bers mov'd themſelves to ſuch a polition, that no part 
of their Orb of Honour thould be unenlighten'd. 

But in the other Teſt they ſeeing no Reaſon for the 
ſhorteſt Suſpenſion on Accounts of Loyalty, ſufficiently 
otherwiſe ſecur'd, leſt there ſhould ariſe a Cu'ilom of 
trapaning Feers out of their Rights, ſome Noble Perſo- 
ages relolv'd to Stem that Tide; even as in the wile 
Adminiſtration of what pertains to health, extraordinary 
methods may bereſolv'd-againſt ; but when indeed for- 
midable Symptoms appear, ſuch reſolutions may be 
reſcinded ; and fo without any Dithonour bur zrrear Ho- 
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nour, the Peers who entred Proteſtations againſt ſuch 
ſuperfluous [7efts, as were projected to eninare and-ob- 
tein upon them ſtanding Orders of the #ouſe againſt 
any ſuch Zejts, and yet might upon prelling vehement 
urgencics, ſce it neceſſary for the ſafety-ot the whole 
2ody of the Peerage to have ſuch a Teſt as might bring 
ſome: of their Members under a Suſpenſion, tiil they 
gave Hollayges of their not ſuffering ſuch perſuaſions to 
have the a{cendent of them, as might be deſtructive toa 
Proteſtant Nobility in all appearance much the Major 
part ; whereas in the caſe of the deſigned Prote/tation, 
the leſſer part were probably underſtood to have de- 
{ign'd by Degrecs to have diſfinheriſon'd 'through ſuch 
Artificesthe greater Number,of which ſome Lords more 
ſ{agacious, kcing aware, centred their Proteſfation to awas 
ken others equally concern'd, though not fo foreſceing, 

and whoſe foreſight gain'd upon the reſt. 
And ſceing no ſuch Proteſtation wasentred in the caſe 
of the laſt 7ranſaub/tantiation-Teſt, it aſſures the evidence 
of the reaſonableneſs of it, overweigh'dthe very attempr:: 


' Andſol take leave of the Fir{t Reaſon,which I have more 


diligently attended in all its moments of appearance , 
becauſe it is urg'd not only by this Authour, but by the 
generality of the zealous for removing the 7eſt- A. 
And it iſſues into-this moſt equitable Maxim of Govern- 
ment ; That the major part of each particular Body Polz- 
tick in a Nation muſt judg, even as particular Perſons 
do, what is beſt for the whole. And the Houſe of Peers 
being Judg for it ſelf, and mo! tender of it felf; and 
the King, the Fatherand Fountain of Honour, having advi- 
ſed with them, and givea life to a Law for the Suſpenſt- 
on of the Rights of thoſe Peers who neglect to take the 
Teſt; this Law can by no means ſhake the general 
Rights of Peerage, or ſo much as deſtroy, but onel 
ſuſpends 


('9) 
ſuſpends the Right of particular Peers, till they vield 
obedience to that Law, which acknowledging their 
Right expects it from them , and haſitens ghem to a 
coinpliance with it ſelf. | 
And this will proportionably low down upon all 
parts, and Perſons concernd in the 7eft-4, «+ If the 
major part of each ciſtinct Body of Men in a Nation 
ſhall not by their Repreſentatives freely. choſen, or by 
the whole Body it felt fummon'd to Parliament uporr 
the Right of their Peerage, conclude the whole, 
by their moſt duely weigh'd, and conſidered Acts, 
preſented to the Supreme Power, and impreſs'd by him, 
there can be no-poſſible Reſt, Quiet, or Determination 
of humane Afﬀairs in any rational way, or method : 
= all this being of that nature, and ſo cautiouſly 
uſpending, or preſeerving, asin Abeyance, and not ex- 
tinguiſhing any Right, it cannever be ſaid to deſtroy, 
nor ſo pai - to _— to a Precarious Title, Fatti- 
on, or Paſſion of Parliament, * Any Right, 
much lets the Right of Peerage, .as bong { O—_ 


a Right of Blood and of Inheriance; very Nature of 
Parliaments.) 


I come therefore to the Bz/hops Second Reaſon. 

Secondly it ought to be repealed, becauſe of 
its diſhonourable Birth, and Original; it being Reaſ. 2. 
the firſt Born of Oates his Plot, and brought 
forth on purpoſe to give Credit and Reputation to the. 
Perjury. 

How far the Wiſedom of the Nation in Parliament 
ſhall concern it felf for the Honour of both the Nation, 
and its Parliamezts to give Reputation to the Croſs 
Wounds it may ſeem to have receiv'd in that unhap-. 
' Þy Afair, I will not be fo bold as to pry ; it being an 
Ark of State- that hath its Secrets, and facred Rerire- 
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ments, nor at all wade in ſo invidious a: matter ; 
bur wholly .wave the Paragraph , in which it 1s 
handled ; onelyT will confider how far a diſhonourable 
occaſion may. give Birth to a Law, and the Law it 
felſ (till remain in honour ; and then remark upon the 
Little [otereſt the (as the Biſhop calls it ) Orefran Plot 
may have in the 7eſt- At. | 

Astothe Teſt, all Laws have this diſhonour in their 
Original (if we might allow things of that Claſs,or Rank 
to be Originals ; ) to have ſuch reſpect ro the degene- 
racy of humane Nature, that the Apoſt/e hath ſaid; The 
Law is not made for a Righteous Man but for the Lawleſs ; 
and it is a known Maxime ; Ex malis moribus bong naſ- 
cuntur Leges. WM 


Out of ſuch manners as coud ne'r be ſaid 
To have been good, good Laws have yer been made : 
Sic ver? vertit ——— — 
For grant the Birth be baſe ; don't Comets riſe 
From Fogs and Vapours, *fore they ſhine in Skies? 
And afts amazing by a Peſant's Son, 
As by a Prince's, ha ve they not been done ? 
If ſo, SA. OXON 3s (SAI wot the TEST 7s) gone. 
Sic juſte judicat EHMAMP ARTNOCAS. 
_. Alias DRAWDE REVEROFMADA. 


Laws therefore are to be weigh'd by the ſerviceable- 
neſs, and uſe they are of to the main Ends of Vertue, 
Righteouſ neſs and: Peace, and not by the foulneſs of 
their occaſional Originals. And. therefore; they have 
indeed a much higher Original, if wiſe, vertuous and 
goodLaws; and claim thzir deſcent from the exemplar- 
Wiſedom a nd Goodneſs; and that Eternal Law of Rea- 
ſon, Truth and Equity, which can never be ſtaind, or 
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embas'd by the particular occaſions, upon which they 
are Enacted, which give Being to them no otherwile, 
than as thoſe Divine Emanations exert and dire them- 
ſelves again{t rhoſe contrary Evils and Vices which they 
Forbid and Puaith: ſo that the Birch, or Original of 
this Law is not to be inquir'd into (ſuppoſe it Oats's 
Plot) fo low as Oats's Plat, bur as the Peace and Safety 
of a Community is provided for by it ; waich is as rhe 
Arteria Magna, ia that univerſal L1w of Righteouſneſs, 
as it concerns Humane Affairs, and as ir is calculated 
for the Support and Security of the National Religion, 
apain{t the 7ſurpation of a Foreign Furiſdiftion, a nobler 
part, than thatany thing elſe can com? in Competition 
with ir. It is then a very petty thing to weigh the 
goodneſs of a Law by the next occaſion of it; and a 
manifeſt Blunder upon a Nor Cauſe for the True Cauſe, 
to confound an Occafion and an Original together. 
"Let us then conlider in the next place, what Intereſt 
the (ſo ſtyl'd) Orefrar Plot hath in this Law : For if 
in efte&t it ſhould prove the Firſt-Bora of that Plot, 
the Beginning, and Excellente of its ſtrength, and that it 
hath not a more Excellent Sout, and Spirit, deſcending 
from Above; it might bein danger to be Condemn'd to 
the ſame- Fate. Burt whoever conſiders the Teſt it ſelf, 
will not find the leaſt Cognation, or Relation ir hath to 
that P/ot, nor that any Lineaments, or-Strokes of it en- 
ter into its Compolition : ſo that however it might re- 
ceive occaſion from it, yet the Effenrials of it are ſuch 
Sentiments, as the Nation hath had for above the laft 
hundred of years, and-that it hath upon greate!t Judg- 
ment, Reaſon and Experience con:irm'd it felt in; and 
according to ſeveral Emergencies added to its '{ecurities 
by Law upon Law, apgaintt rhe Regurgitations of 'that 
uſurpation upon it; not barely becaule of ſuch Emer- 
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gencies, but becauſe of that Grand- Reaſon, the very 
tfſence of Popery hath given it : whether theretore the 
particular Emergent hath had' Dimenſions Long and 
Broad enough for the particular Laws and- Conititutions 
which have been made, was not ſo much confider'd : 
But the whole Nature of the Evil Fear'd, and provided 
againlt, being large enough to ſupport ſuch Acts, it 
hath given Reaſon to all ſuch proviſions ; and that 
w.1s the danger of the Roman Religion Reſettling and Re- 
inſtating it ſelfina Proteſtant Nation, as the Engliſh Na- 
70n*is and hath been for ſo great a ſpace. 

Thus this Laſt Af for the Teſt, ſetting before it only 
that ſo Full and Comprehenſive Conſideration of the 
Increaſe and Danger of Popery in this Nation, to which 
the former good Laws had proved Ineftetual, does 
therefore fo Enact as that Adt expreſles. 

In all which there is not the leaſt Reference to the 
ſo much Jnfam'd Plot, nor any Line looking toward - 
it : Till therefore there be a change in the very Eſſen- 
tial Nature of Popery, and a perfe&t Nullity of all the 
Fears ariſing from it made evident, there muſt be This, 
or That particular Accidental Cauſe quickning the Le- 
giſlative Power of the Nation to branch our it ſelf into 
more and more, and further and further particular 
Laws, that may more effeually reach the intended 
Point, and be/new in the Particulars; obſerving where 
former Proviſions were deficient and. inefficacious : 
which new Laws are not to be charged upon the leſſer 
Accidental Cauſes, but on the Irreconcileableneſs of 
Popery, and its Growth to the peace and welfare of a 
Proteſtant Nation. And ſol have finiſhed what I think 
neceliary upon the Biſhop's Second Reaſon, to ſhew 
how Inconcluding it is for the Abrogating of the Teſt. 
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T proce now-t0 the Tr, hird Reaſon. 


3h: 'TheTelt ouptit t0- he” repeal'd, beeauſe- 


of the incompetent Authority, :by which ' Reaff (2 


it was/enatad; for ir is a Law of 'aniEcele- 


fiaftick Wature, made wirhour the Authority -of 'the 
Church, contrary to the-'PraQtice of the Chriſtian 
World in all Ages, &c. 

*-1. This Reaſon reſts upon theſe two Principal Pillars, 
that the Power of making Decrees eoncerning Divine 
Verities, is a Leg//ſlative Power, given as the higheſt 
Act of Government by Chriſt's Commiſſion, to the 
Officers of his owtKingdom, upon which the whole 
Fabrick-of the Chrilltan Church hath hitherto ſtood, 
and is to {ſtand to the End of the World, and with- 
out which, it mult run- into confuGon ; 'and that to 
entrench-upon this Prerogativeof the Holy Cathalick 
Churoh, is to:depoſo Chriit from -his Throne, by-dif- 
owning, nepleting, ard-affronting his Commiſion to 
his Cartolick Church ; ſo that this-Power cannot be 
uſurped” without Sacriledge, and Blaſphemy ,. -and 
ſuch:a daring-lavaſian of Cheift's 'Kingdom, as that 
nothung more ifmports'Chriſtian't Kings: and. Govet- 
nours, «than to! be! wary” and cautious, how they lay 
hands upon it. _ 


**>. That the Biſhops: m—_ the- ZZouſe' of Lords, 


and(ro their ſhame) eonfencing-to*this Law, is -n6t 
fuſficientto make this Taw an Adt-of- Chargh Aut ho- 
rity ; becauſs-it ought to liave been firſt decreed by 
their own proper Authority, -without any Lay Con- 
currence and then to have-come into Parliament, and 
as they judged-fir, to have been abetted with Tempo- 
ral Penalties, a Practice - never - violated, but by 


* Apoſlates, and Rebel Parliaments, © And laſtly becauſe 
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$ m— ſit not in Parliament byPowerderiv'd | 


* from onr Bleſſed Saviour, but by the meer Grace and 
* Favour of the King, ſo that the exerciſing any Fccle- 
* faftical Authority in that place- is ſcandalouſly to be- 
* tray, as much as in them lies, the very being of a 
Chriſtian Church, and profanely to pawn the Biſhop 


* to the Lord; and laſtly becauſe the Ecclefaftical 


Power is by the Law of England ſetled in Convoca- 
tion, and therefore to enaCt any thing of an Feclef- 
© aſtical Nature without their conſent is to betray the 
* Rights of the Church of England, as by Law eftabliſh.- . 
* edin' particular, as well as of the Church Catholick 
in general. | 

« But-as a Check and Limitation to all this, the E- 


« piſcopal 'Authour interpoſes; the Czvil- Power may re- 


« ſtrainthe Exerciſeof this Ecclefraſtical. Prerogative, as 
© they ſhall judge meet for the Ends of Peace, and the 
© Intereſt of the Common Wealth, and puniſh ir too at 
« their own diſcretion, if it ſhall at any time'entrench 
«< upon the Power of the State, and it may prevent, or 
* correct Abuſes. | 

I have thuscolleQed the ſtrength of this whole Rea- 
fon, without omitting any rhing,l could think materiat ; 
I have alſo ſubjoyn'd the Limitation, that it may be of 
the uſe the Authour deſign'd it, and may alſo be conſt- 
der'd in its place to our purpoſe. 

There are three Expreſſions, T deſire in modeſty and 
reverence to this R. R. Authour to draw a Veil over. x. 
That Pgrenthetic (to their ſhame) viz. the Biſbop's ſhame, 
who conſented to the 7eft- Law, becauſe it ſeems ſo much 


to confine on ſpeaking Evilof Dignities ; and for the ſame 


Reaſon, 2/y. upon'that, (Except by 1 pv and Rebel- 
Parliaments,) as alfo-becauſe I would not know the di- 


re& meaning of thoſe words, but go backward to caſt 
a-covering, over them. 3. On thole words, I draw the 
| | Curtain; 
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| Curtain ; ( profanely pawn the Biſhop to the Lord ) leſt 


they ſeem rather, fit to be retyr'd among the Biſhops 
Ludicra. | 1+ va 

But tothe main purport, and ſtreſs of the Argument . 

I ſhall undertake to rejoyn theſe Aſſertions. nrlg 
. I. That there is no ſuch Legi/lative Power given by 
Commiſſion from Chriſt to' his Church, .or made the 
Foundation of it. | 

2. That all ſuch Pretenſions of Church-Power drawn 
from the Practice of the Chriſtian Church, are very 
invalid. | 

3. That the Law of the Teſt is not a Law of an Eccle- 
fraſtick Nature. | | 

4. And if it were, the Church of Erglazd hath done 
enough in Convocation, and other Church-Adts to ſup- 

ort 1t, | 
: 5. That the Preſence of the Bi/Fops in: Parliament not 
proteſting againſt it, are ſufficient proof of the two laſt 
ertions. 

6. That according to the Biſhop's own Limitation of 
Church-Power ; it muſt remain a good, and neceſſary 
Law, and for which the Parliament had Competent 
Authority. | 
 Tbeginwith the firſt. x. That there.is no | 
ſuch Legi/lative Power, given by Commiſlion - Aſert. x. 
from Chriſtro his Church, or made the Foun- 
dation of-it, which may be demonſtrated in this manner. 

This Legiſlative Power of the Church is moſt contrary 
to that Holy Book; fram whence wederive our Chriſtian 
Sacred Religion, and to the ſoundeſt Reaſon guided by 
that ; for-by that there is, nor can be any Legi/lative 
Power in matters of Divine Yerity but what is immedi- 
ately from Heaven, either by- voice from thence, or by 
the Miniſtery of - Angels, or by immediate /»ſpiration 
oiven to Holy Men, Prophets =_ Apoſtles, and conſign- 

2 c 


———— 


TE E—_ 


- —— 


( 16.) 
ed by them' into the Holy Writings we call Scriprarec; 
All which after- Revelations are to be tryed, and Zeſted 
by their compare with, and Agreement to former Rews- 
Jatiois,' as-is molt manite(t in all parts of Scripture ; and 
by the conſtant, and continual Appeal of the 0/d Teſta- 
ment to the New : So that this prerogativd, Legiſlative 
Church, that is pleaded into ſo liigh and rampant a Pow- 
cr,that All-lceming wavings of its Authority mult bean 
Ixv4/1om' 6f Chriſt's Kinzdom,a Depoſine of Him, an affron- 
fhnz his Commiſion, (mells ſtrong of the Pride, and Am- 
b:tion of that City, which, firſt; as a Czy, and then as a 
Eburch hath atways afpir'd, to have a Kingdom over the 
Kings of the Farth ; as allo of the Laciferian Aſcent of the 
Beaſt, that carries 3t, with and upon which, I doubt nor, 
rhe $xc#iledge, and Blaſphemy will be found : Who exalts 
himſelf above all that is called God, or worſhipped, who 
firteth in the Temple of God, ſhewing Flimſelf that be is 
God, ; | 
But to us, there is but ove Law-giver, who is able to 
ſave - and to deſtroy. One Father, who is in Heaven, One 
Maſter, who is Chriſt, and all we are Brethren ; One Le« 
giflative-Lord , and the chiefeft in his Church are Ser- 
vants, Miniſtring his Word in the Scriptures, the onely 
law of Divine verities. And therefore ia this Preroga- 
tive-fenſe, dare not receive 'the title of Maſters, or Fas 
thers ; nor zcan thoſe who receive the Law of Chriſt, 
made evident from the Scriptures to behis Law, by their 
Miniſtry, apon fuch Miniſtration yield them therefore 
the Names of Maſters, or Fathers in a” Legiſlative ſenfe. 
For they know, they ought to Preach Chrift the Lord; 
and themſelves onely Servants for Chriſt's ſake,that they 
have no Dominion vver the Faith of Chriftians, (who are 
however called the Lazy, yet areChriſt'sC/erus,) but on- 
lyareEy/amplesof the Flock who attends the motionofthe 
Chief Shepherl, the Lamb, Chriſt Jeſus, whitherſoever 
he goes, and will 'not follow Strangers. Prin- 
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' Princes, and States by Light offer'd them by the 1- 
»i/terial labours, and ſervices of the Biſhops, and Elders 
of the Church, who labour in the word, and Dotrine are 
to dire their Power according to that Light they re- 
ceive by fuch Miniſtrations, but togerher, and not with- 
out their own ſearch, into Scriptures, and conſtant me- 
ditation therein. | 

And the People are to obey in Agreement with that 
Law, and word of Chrift ; which they are to Kow for 
themſelves in that Light diflus'd by the preaching of rhe 
word to them in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, which, | fav, 
they are to know for themſelves, and net others for them, 
by the dcep refearch of their own minds into Scripture, 
to ſee whether thoſe things are ſo, or not. For wiſedom hath 
written to them, even to them, as may be ſecn by all the 
Epiſtles of the Apoſtles; that they might kow the certain- 
ty of the words of truth, and have their truſt in the Lord, 
and not an [wplicit Faith in Men, and might be #ble by 
Apolegies for the hope that is in them, to anſwer thewords 
of Truth to thoſe, who ſend to them either in a way of ad- 
wice, or challenge. 

Whatever is contrary to this undoubted evidence of 
the Word of God, and ſound Reaſon, ſeeing every one muſt 
give an account of himſelf to God,as well as thoſe, who are 
fer over them, who by faithfull Offers of Truth diſcharge 
themſelves, whatever,I ſay, is ſo propos'd, as by a Catho- 
lick Church,and its prerogative,l affirm favours of that in- 
toxicating Cup of Abominations in the hand of that Sorce- 
reſs, that calls her ſelf the Miſtreſs of Churches,and would 
Sit the Lazy of the Chriſtian World,and of the power that 
bears it,who under pretence of the Xingdom of Chriſt un- 
dermines it, and hath, in the unſearchable Judgment of 
God delay'd, thus long its appearance to all the World ; 
and is the Baalam lofty Prophet of that Romiſh Perga- 
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2. The- pretended praQtice of the Church of God 
in all Ages, can give no preſidency in this Caſe, be- 
yond what is thus aſſerted ; For in the times of the 
Old Teſtamcnt, Religious Princes, did by the general 
advice,and Doctrine of the Prophets,and of thoſe Prieſts 
who kept their Faith zo the Law of .Ged , themſelves 


_ govern, and reform according to that of which each 


King was to havea Copy Written by himſelf, which was 
to be with him, and he was to read it all the days of his 
Life. That he might Lears to fear the Lord 


'Deut.17. his God, and to keep his Laws. And whereas 


in that precedent Law, enquiry of the Prieſt 
in the place God ſhould chooſe, was commended ; it plain- 
ly inſinuates,the divine Reſponſes, God gave at that time - 
by the 2rim, and Thummim, immediately from himſelf 
were intended,but yet all was to be founded inthe Writ- 
tenLaw, there all was to be ſhown,and from thence tobe 
learnt, or not to be receiv'd, nonot under a power of 
ſeeming Miracles, Deut. 12. 

In the firſt times of Chriſtianity, for three hundred 
years, there were no Chriſtian Magiſtrates, who would 
wait for the Churches Orac/e's. But for the Determina- 
tion of the Church without a Lay-Concurrence, it is moſt 
apparently oppoſite ro that grand inſtance of the fr /7 
Council, wherein the people (if any) diſtinguiſhingly 
ftyrd the Church; and who made moſt manifeſtly one 
'of the Eſtates, (if I may fo expreſs it) in the whole 
Conciliary management ; The Apoſtles, the Elders, the 
Brethren ; and the whole Conſultation, and Determi- 
nation mov'd upon the Poles of expreſs Scripture,as will 
be molt viſible toany enquirer into thoſe Conciliary Aﬀts ; 
For he that runs may read, As 15. | 

In the days of that firſt and mot Religious Empe- 
rour Conſtantine, although he, as all pious Princes, and 
Chrittians would, receiv'd light from the Mznifters of 

h ſacred 
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facred truth, yet ſo that he us'd his own Judgment to- 
gether with it.; deploring the weakneſſes he obſery'd 
_— theſe who ſeem'd to be pillars of light, but yet 
it muſt be acknowledg'd, that that Apoſiafie, the My/te- 
ry of iniquity, that began to work in the Apoſtles days was 
well grown up, and advanc'd, and a Legiflative Church 
was Towring up its Power in the Chriſtian World at that 
very time. | | 

But it is undoubted, There is nothing ſo Ancient, as 
Divine Truth in the Law, and in the Zeſt:mmony, con- 
ſenting with that Law of Reaſon Engrauven in mar's 
Heart , and to theſe we mult goe; Fot whatſoever 
Speaks not according to theſe, there is no Morning to zt, 
nor from i? ; but a Night, even. toa Midnight, enſues 
upon it, what Antiquity ſoever it pretends to. 

3. That I may yet give a more dire Anſwer to 
this Reaſon, the 7eſt-4t is not a Law of an Ecclefta- 
ftick Nature ; For it is onely an Exploration , and 
Touch upon Perſons , whether they are Romaniſts, or 
not : It is no Canonical Determination of the Point of 
TraWubſtantiation, it binds no Decree with a Spiritual, 
or Ecclefiaſtick Anathema, or Excommunication ; which 


.are of the Eſſence of Ecclefraſtick Laws, as they have 
' been always Solemniz'd, and Ratified in the Chri/tian- 


Avntichriſtianizing World upon light occaſions. 

But this Zeft preſumes Two Things, ſuppos'd be- 
fore to be ſufficiently certain. x. That no Remanif 
will deny his 7ranſub/tantiation, nor conſent, that his 
Troocation of the Virgin Mary, and of other Saints, 


and that the Sacrifice of the Maſs is Superſtitious, and 


Zdolatrous. 'Fhe. Teſt does not determine, nor pretend 
Canonically to- Define of theſe Things: it onely propo- 
ſes this, as a certain Diſcovery. of the Yotaries of 4 Fo- 
reign Church; nor does it mind to decide the Truth of 


thoſe Matters: Ir is enough to it, to know, who: do, _ 
who 


re 
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who do not-aſlent to their preſumed Truth, and there- 
by to diſcover Men, not to Decree pointsof Fazrh. 


2. Nr is it Ecclefraſtick, but-purcly Covil, :and per- 


taining to the State onely, whom it wall judg fate to 
.commit-the Ailairs of this Naton yntg; ; atkluunty. what 


Hands to entrutt its Intereſts; and having by | moxe 
than a hundred years experience, deemed # not fafe-for 


a Proteſtant Nation to be overgrown by a Papal Power, 


it hath thusReſolved, and Enacted; 'notrat that: Time 
.enquiring -aftcr the-Truth of rhe Things, - eoncern'd'inh 
the Telt:; but ſatisfied with the Aflurance, thata Ro- 


. man Catholick (as he is call'd) will not aſſent to them, 


as they are there laid, Which are here onely: taken 


.notice of, as matters of Stare; and their. Dodtrinal 


Truth it ſuppoſes 'elfewhere to have been ſufficiently 
Aſcertain'd, as ſhall be afterward conſider'd. 
4. For indeed the Church of England-hath both in Con- 


vocation, in continual printed - manifeſtgtions of its 
ſenſe, in daily Preechtinghs and miniſtrations of the 
Truth of the word of G 


| { abundantly ; and bey and all 
-Controverſie open'd, explained, and aſlerted concerning 
theſe things out of and according to. Scripture, fo that 


.not in. a ./Zumane Light, or Determination, but. in the 
.very Beams of Scripture, and' Divine Truth, which are 


plainly to, be ſeen ſtreaming from the-:fountain of light 
the word of God, there is warranty enough without 
any /rva/ion upon Chriſt's Kingdom, or the Rights of the 
.Oficers ot-it, (ſuppoſing them 'what we | can ſuppoſe 
rhem). for a Parliament 'ſafely to proceed-.8s.it-did.; 
ſupported by as many Aflgrances, 'as. it could deſire; 
that if the Lips of the MHimiſtry of oper 4 England 
preſerv'd knowledge, and that: the Law was to he enquired 


at xs mouth ; the.Reſalutionof that Chureh,-inall thote 


cafes, was ſufficiently-known, and no-injury could -be 
.GORC LOBE ++ ch | - 
Of 


4 
AGIs o oc 2b FolrnbdGro ct GRE -7; 4 ho eSATA eat 14s 


MM... Lo LRSCH. AZIDE: 


Ce EE Ee ants OI NWI EN bi 
a as = Ai. mc YN dy g y Fires 


23) 

5. Of this the preſence of the Biſhops in Parliament, 
not Remonſtrating, nor Proteſting againſt this Law, his 
conſenting ( however the Author judges it to their 
ſhame ) are ſecurity enough : That they underſtood the 
Teſt-Law to be no Invaſion of the Rights of rhe Church, 
but according tq- the whole Doitrine and Government of 
it, as by Law eſtabliſhed. | 

For ſeeing, as hath been before argued, every Body,ngr 
Eftate of Men in Parliament knew fo quick and feelingly 
for themſelves, and ſpecially ſuch a Body as the Epiſcs- 
pacy of a Nation ; it can never be ſuppos'd they would, 


as by a common Conſpiracy, agree to betray their own 


Rights and Priviledges, having at hand always that free- 
dom of entring their . Proteſtations of Diſſent. So that 
although ir is acknowledg'd, they fit in Parliament by the 
Grace of the King, and by the Conſtitution of Engliſh Par- 
liaments, and not by Power deriv'd from Chriſt, nor as a 
Convocation according to the Laws of England in that cale,; 
yet it is always to be forethought that they ſit with their 
Underſtandings, with their Conſciences, with their Sen- 
ſes, with their Sentiments of Se/f-preſervation about them : 
and that therefore = would not be Felowes de ſe, by 
conſenting to the ruction. of their .nobleſt Righes; 
and on account” of which, they: are judg'd worthy to ſit 
as an Eſtate, and to wote in Parliament, viz. as Biſhops of 
the Church of Jeſus Chriſt. ERTONEE, 

6. . Bur laſtly, it can never be underſtood, bur that 
according to the Biſhops own- limitation, ( if that be the 
Standard ) of Church-Power and Prerogative, or his ſet- 
ting up another Power and Prerogative to mute it,the Par- 
liament have well done in this Teſt-Law. 

For ſeeing the Civil Power may reſtrain the Exergi/e 
of Ecclefiaſtical Prarogative, as they ſhall judg meet tor 


the ends of Peace, and the Interef# of the Commonwealth, 
D and 
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2nd may puniſh it too, at their own. «liſcretion, if it ſhall at | 
any rune mtrench upon the CO_— of the Stark, and * 


that ir may. prevent or corrett Abuſes ; who can deter» 
mine, wherher the Szates have met done according to 
what they might and' ought todo, m preventing and 
correcting Abules : . For it they may prevent and corre# 
Abuſes, they muſt be able to jadg of them; they muſt 
determine when they ly, they muſt judge alſo of the 
beft means to prevent them. And what more lyable to 
ſaoh \jadgment of A4bvfes, and to undergo the beſt and 
moſt effeQual methods of Prevention, thah'the things 
To be deolar'd-agairiſt inthe Tef? ; us thall be manifeſtly 
-prov'd in the following Reaſon. And'feeing _ upoh 
| [£o0UA 1 this Na» 
tidn Odo Pawer and Prevogative hath ſwoln beyond all 
bounds, andientrenchd With a vengeance uponithe Power 
of the State, why then may not: the State continue the 
ment of it 'by After-As (ſeeing the 
Biſhop allows prague at their own diſcretion) 
wnd 144i aid lock down men> Certainly all the Ave- 
Haes tolluch mm Exoretſe ard Notions again of 'that Power, 
that they hav found in all Ages ſo deſtrutive to'the 
Pence and Syrergf of the Oonimonwealth. _—- 
Andete'”I cannot but reflect upon the ſtrange Irre- 
coticilendlenels of theiBr/buÞ's ChurchPrerogative, and of 
the Civil _ as he hath = wy For that fach a 
Seeing Fudging Prerogative an iſflative Power , that 
can Ki hte Drone ———_— Ferities, ſhould 


not know how to'keep within its own bounds, nor ſoto 
learn its Power, but that it muſt be reſtrain'd for the Ends 
of Peace, and the Tutereft of the Commonwealth, and be pu- 
rif'd too at diſcretion for its aptnefs to prefame, and to 
intrench upon the Power of the State; nay, and beyond 
all this, to 'be fo extravagant, that its 4bwſes may hav. 
need to be prevented and corretted. Wh, 
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Who can imagine, Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be ſo nearly 
concern'd in ſuch a Prerogatzve and To Power, as 
to be diſown'd, neglected, affronted, 14 that he. be Chriſt 
riſen, and that the «ſurpation of it ſhould lie fa near Sacri- 
edge and Blaſphemy, as that his Kingdom ſhould be inva- 
ded, and Fiimſelf depoſed > and on nach an account, that 
it ſhould be ſuch a Seeing and Holy Catholick Charch ; 
and yet that this Civil Power that is ſuppos'd to know ſa 
little in Divine Veritics, may bind its hands, puniſh, pre- 
vent, correft its Abuſes. What muſt Chriſt, fo cloſely iun- 
portuned in it, ſuffer in the mean time 2 What kind of 
Kingdom and Power is here allow'd in the mean tune ? 
What Governour would accept ſuch a Power as this of 
Chriſt's 2 or how can the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth, be ſuchan Underliog 2 

Certainly this is is a precarious Power, with a witneſs : 
Surely in this ſtate of things, there » muſt be a-moſk 
profane pawning the Biſhop indeed to the Lord, or how can 
ever one Firmament bear two ſuch Suns, or the Conſci 
ences of Man ever be at reſt between them both 2 or ſerv 
two ſuch Maſters * They muſt adhere to exe, and deſpiſe 
the other ; But fince the Biſhop muſt be Revarenced as a man 
of Senſe and Reaſon, certenly it cannot be the Roman Fe 
ly Catholic Church, that may be thus treated by the Czvil 

ower ; nor 1s1t any Proteſtant Civil Prince, or State that 
bath theſe Powers, but only a Ceſar, or State ofthe Rowan 
Charadter, Image, and Superfeription hath this Power, and 
only on Proteſtant Churches under their dominion, 

And ſol paſs with the Fatigue of this eenfounding, per- 
plexing Reaſon, and com to the laſt but longeſt Realon, 
which I ſhall yer but in brief conſider. © 

* The fourth Reaſon for which the Teſt- Af ou to 
t be repealed, is, becauſe of the uncertainty and fa , 
* of the matters contained in the Declaration it ſelf, as, + 

= WP * Firſt, 
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Firſt, * That there is no Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacra» 


* ment of our Saviour's Body and Blood. 


And Secondly, * That the Invocation of Saints, and of the 


« Mother of God,is /dolatrie. 


This reaſon fo plainly divided by the Biſhop into its 


two parts, that of Trauſub/tantiation, and that of [rvocati- 
on of Saints, and of the Mother of God, mult be diſtin&- 
ly confidered. 


But before I proceed upon either of them, I muſt needs 


obje&, That this 7eF is not fairly quoted, for in fo great 
a concern every word ought to have its due place, and no 
pretence of keeping the ſubſtance,will juſtifie the variation 
of an Zota from the very Letter, except my apprehenſion 
exceedingly deceive me : theSence is much more injured, 
than the Letter is varied : Indeed the Author hath been 
fo fair, as to prefix the Text of the A, that his unfair 
Repetition may be convinced by it ; but the unwary, or 
unthinking Reader , may eaſily ſlide into Errour by 
it, one being in the 77tle-page, where it may miſs being 
conſidered, the other in the body of the Book. Obſerv 
then the difference hetwixr the Text of rhe 7ef# and 
the Biſhop's Quotation ; the Teſt runs thus : 7 Zeljeve 
there'is no; &c. The Biſhop quotes as a propoſition, There 
is no; &c, It may be a much more uncertain propoſiti» 
on, and more liable to falſhood, to affirm, there is no 7rax- 
ſubſtantiation in the Sacrament of our Saviour's Body and 
Blood, than to ſay, I do believe, There is none ; and. fo 
proportionably , 7 believe, is to be ſupplied to the ſecond 
member of the Dec/aration , viz. And I believe, that the 
Invocation or- Adoration of, Oc. 

Now although, Imake no doubt, that every Chriſtian 
ought to be fully afſured of the propoſitions themſelves, 
to be declared im the Teff ; yet, plain and down-right Do- 
Arinal Propoſitions are not the proper ſubjets of ſolemn 
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fincere as Teſtification, and Declaration in the pre- 
ence oj God 
A ode Nor ſolemn ſincere Profeſſions, Teſtifications, and De- 
clarations, properly fall upon the bel/zef of a man's mind ; 
which he knows, and. hath judgment cf, as a rational 
man, becaus they are within him ; for the 4poſt/e tells 
us, The ſpirit of a man knows the things that are within him. 
So that a man's belief, that is within him , may be wel 
declared and teſtified, even as all matters of ſence and of 
truſt? and becauſ they are within him, known onely ro 
himſelf ; There are therefore many juſt occaſions to de- 
clare and reſtifie it to others: Of whuch the denial of law- 
ful Authority, as a Qualification for Places of Truſt and 
Power, are juſtly to be accounted among the princi- 
al. : | | 
, And this very obſervation, (as it is plain, and grounded 
on undeniable evidence by a compute of the words of the 
Teft, ſet down by the Biſhop himſelf, in the 7zele-page, and 
Fourth' Reaſon , page 9.) does indeed make vain', frivo- 
lous, and of no pollible avail, or ſo much as ſignificancie, 
All that follows, as to the Tef?, which is the thing in quz- 
ſtion, and under debate, and brings it into this narrow 
compaſs, Whether perſons ſo devoted to the Faith of the 
Church of Rome, may for the ends of Peace, and the [nte- 
ref# of a Proteſtant Common-wealth, be ſecluded from Pow-» 
er, and truſt by the conſent of the major part of their own 
particular Budies, and of each other Body, or Efate of the 


Nation, and the Supreme Prince aſlenting; in ſo conſides - 


rable and ſolemn an A, as an AW of Parliament muſt 
needs be ; which hath been already dilcours'd. 
For which ſoever ſide of the. Propoſitions -ſhould be 


true, yer ſtil, what a man within himſelf believes, he 


truly knows, and truly may declare and zeftifie: And the 
buſineſs of the 7eF is not:todetermine, as hath been ſaid, 
which part of cirher of the Propofions is true; but what 


belicft 
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belief each perſon admitted to Truſt, and Power is of ; 
that fo the Nation, as Proteſtant, may conſult its own ſafe» 
ty againſt the growth of Popery into a National ſtrength 
and intereſt, and further confirms all that hath been ſaid, 
That it is no. Ecclefraſtic AQ, but a pure perfe&t Magiſtra- ' 
tic At, as the Admiviſtring an Oath in all other caſes ! 
concerning the 'Fruſt of matters of Faith is. ; 

So that the affirming, that thoſe two Propofitions are | 
by this Law to be ſolemnly and. fincerely in the Preſence of 
God, Proteſted, Teſtified and Declared, 15 a down-right un- 
faithfulneſs (not to fay, out of reverence to the Author, 
Falſhood) in the very fight of the Sun, in the ſight, if I 
may fo ſpeak, of the Frontiſpiece of the Book ; which 
Title-Page gives of neceſſity the Lye to this Ninth page ; 
and is enough to diſcredit, and to call into juſt ſuſpicion, 
the badneſs of the whole Cauſe, that is ſo infincerely 
handled by a perſon of ſuch a CharaQer of Dignity, and : 
Sacrednels of Office, as a Chrift:au Biſhop, who ought to 
do { much otherwiſe. 

But this is. not all the unfaithfulneſs of the Epiſcopal * 
Aathor, in recounting the 7e#f, he is arguing againſt; for : 
whereas the Declaration in the AF runs thus : *I believe, 
- * that in the Sacrament of the Lard's Supper, there is not 
© any Tranſubſtantiation of the Elements of the Bread and 
© Wine into the Body and Blood of Chriſt, &c. The Bi- 

ſhop repreſents his Propoſition thus : * That there is no | 
* Tranſubſtantiation in the Sacraments of our Saviour's Bo: | 
. *dy and Blood. Now it is eaſe for every perſon, that 
does but in the leſt. apply his mind to it, to perceive, that 
the 7eft leaves it free to every perſon to frame any My- 
 ftical, Spiritual, Awalogical, Figurative ſenſe in his own 
thoughts concerning 77anſub/tantiation ; and which may 
ſufficiently ſatzsfie -and exhauſt the ſenſe of more than 
moſt words of the Greek Fathers import, for it is obſer- 
. vabl, 


{- 
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vabl, they have no word ſtrictly -Greek, for Trauſub/tanti- 
on. And onely foreprize's that ſo monftrous contradiction 
to all our Faculties, is the 7Trawſub/ſtaxtiation of the Ele- 
ments into the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 

And whereas the Zeſt runs thus: © And that the Juvoca-. 
©:;0x and Adoration of the Virgia Marie, or any other 
« Saint, and the Sacrgfice of the Maſs, as they are now ufed 
* in the Church of Rowe, are Superſtitious and /dolatrouus. 
The Biſhop thus : * That the Zrvocation of the Mother of 
« God, and of Saints, is /dolatrous. Leaving out Adorati- 
on, and as in the Church of Rome, and for Superſtitions and 
1dolatrous, putting in the word, is Jdolatraws, But al 
though greater exaQnels in this Propoſition , had been 


' more becoming ; yet, muſt contels in my own ſenſe, the 


Amount is the fame. 

« Theſe things -beiag . thus adjuſted, how empty of 
© ſound Senſe and Reaſon muſt that Tragioal Has 
* rangue, that follows, be in ; of the Monſtrouſneſs, and 
« Iahumaneneſs of the Barbarity, 'that could never have 


' <entred into the Thoughts of any Man, but the Infa- 


« mous Author, to oblige the whole Nobility of a Nation, 
« to ſwear'to the Truth of ſuch abrule and uncertain Pro 
« poſitiqns, which they neither. Da, nor -Cax, mor Owght 
* to underſtand; and this upon the Penaky of forfeiting 
« the Priviledges of their Birth-right. 

* Of the ſame Nature is, That which -comes/aſter, 
* for what imnxdately. follows, I wyll be, as uner- - 
* tain-in, as the Argumeat it ſelf is, as alſo-in the two Fa- 
* mous Burgeſſes of Oxon. 

* But thoſe Words, ( viz. what is meant by Zranſub- 
* ftantiation is altogether unknown to the Nobzlity, and 
* Gentry of the Nation, being ongly the Wars ibetween 
* School-men, who have quarrelled:abeut nothing more, 
« than the Notion of 7Tra»ſub/tantiation : And that thert+ - 


fore . 


Tn | (963 
f [ « fore, it is more uncapable to impoſe upon the Nob;/7ey, 

8 1/146 * and Gentry of the Nation, to Abjure a thing that is mo- 

Tl, © rally impoſſibl for them to- underſtand ; and therefore 
8 11.0 * it muſt be a profane Afront to Almighty God in whoſe 

4 [] | * Preſence they Swear, and ſhews men will Swear to any 

| 311-488 * thing before the Searcher of Hearts, rather than loſe any 

o& WA. * Worldly intereſt) are. to be caſt into the main Heap. 

tf .- Together with all this, an Appeal is ſubjoyn'd to the 

(ts Honourable Members of both Fouſes, whether they have 

| Filth _ any diſtin 7dea, or Notion in their minds, about what 

IH ' they Renounce; and that if every man gave his own ac- 

| ©» count of 7ranſnb/tantiation, it would bea Babel: - 

þ1 i This is what is declaim'd with relation to the firſt Pro- 

v $104 poſition, on which Fallacie the Zi/torical Account of Tran- 

bi ſubſtantiation, deſign'd certainly on purpoſg toamuſe, for 
| I +; ; S ''- S. 

15748 it doth not add one Cubit to the Stature of the Argument, 
| Mi above, and beyond what ishere ſumm'd up. 
| Fidel Taking therefore the words of the 7eft, as they ſtand 
Hick in the 7eſtit felt; I will fum up the Anſwer in theſe two 
Fe Heads. | | 
W391 : 9%. = | 
f (HK - I. That all the AZfruſeneſs, Darkneſs, and difficultie in 
' j i | the Notion of 7rayſubſtantiation, and this Biſhop's 
$117:0408 __ amuſing Hiſtorie of it, doth not in the leſt prejudice 
Np | the reaſonableneſs of the Tet, but make it more rea- 
000M; ſonable. 

IH II. That the very Point of 7ranſubſtantiation is the 
BY il * - . Moſt reaſonabl of all others, to ſettle the Teſt upon, 
| i " and the more reaſonable, becauſe of the difficultic of 

Fi F that Notion. i 

Wk | | 
144 | 7. Let the firſt be confider'd with Relation to the moſt 
md h | Unknowing, and Uninquiring Men of all, who can be 

: ſuppos'd to be concern'd inthe taking the TefF. And aft 

8 | ter 
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ter the word made common Erng/zfp to them, which very 
| ordinary uſe does to moſt Men in the Nation, much more 
to any likely to be -concern'd, - whether. they can ſound 
the Word, or hammer the Notion or not, is not materi- 
al; For ſtill, what is more eaſy then to declare their Be- 
lief according to their Senfes; and that the Bread and 
Wine that they fee before the Words of Conſecration, and 
in which they are a mot miſtaken, are.the ſame 
Bread, 'xnd- Wye after Conſerration. 'Who would be a- 
fraid to Declare, and Profeſs, they Believe it ſo? and 
tharit is unchang'd, U/ntranſubſtantiated. into the Fleſh, 
and Bloud of a Human Body. Let a Man be Unpreju- 

dic'd, Unprepoſlefs'd, and what the teaft Shade of Doubt 

could fall upon him in this Matter ?' Call in Thou | 
together, to obſerve the Progreſs from the beginning to 
the end of the Celebration; And wauld they not conſent 
upon Oath, that they fully believed there was, no fuch 
Trayſabtantiation ? Let but” their minds be fice, undi- 
fturb'd, unperplex'd, and the whole world of Zoach, of 
'Taſte, of Sight, of Smell, of Hearing (fo far as hearing 
can have intereſt in the trial) coal be periect agree- 
-ment coacerning it, their minds and dingsJjudg- 
ing by the ſenſes alike mall. *- | ho 


Let ſuch perſons 'heat there are'many 'Diſputes, aud 
much variety of Opinions'concerning it; and how little 
would it them, except with wonder at the. folly 
-=nd madnefs ofany difference ? 
- And letthem know, fome of the wifeſt and moſtleary- 
ed men in the Worl}; ate of their Opinion, or rather of 
their XK»owledge, by their ſenſes, although there are others 
of 2 contrary Opinion , menof Name.too for Knowledg 
and Learning ; and iris eafie to know whoſe minds they 
would be of, viz. of theirs whoſe Learning and. Senſes go 
together. | Y | 

K Thus 
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(32) © 
Thus let the thing be brought within the Verge of 
Scripture-judgment, and upon that io very controverted; 
This is my bt ,and diſcuſſed before the moſt plain and in- 
artificial appreiienſions; and let the general manner of Scri- 
pture exprefling it ſelf oft in familiar Figures be laid be- 
fore. them : They would eaſily conclude on the ſide of 
their Seyſes,. and that Scripture intended no violence on 
their Fajth, againſt their Sexſes, on the fide of fo incre- 
dibfe a c ange 0 the Elements 1nto a Humane Body. © 
| Nothing but the charms. ar. inchantments-rather: of a 
falſe Religion, and the Sorcery of it, which are the things 
to de difcover'd by the, 7e#?, the Navery of an implicit 
Faith,” (except under the jerrpy.of a ſeverePerſecutjon, for 
a confrity Perſwaſion). can-endanger any mans falling in- 
to fuch aq upaccountable, willal, profeſſed blindneſs. © 
'  The7eff therefore requires not onely the eaſieſt, moſt 
-unperplexed Aſſent, Beliet;and Declaration,bur that which 


/all Mankind with violence runs into (if not Zewircht with 


Soferfifies Jpg the leſt motive. of apprehenſion about 
"5x1 er DE { 4 AA 44 4 0 ( . 


| fter. -. —_— 2:5 Yori 10.5.1 L 
2. * ſenſe goes thus far with the plaineſt and moſt un- 
"thinking nien, how much more doth Reaſon and rational 
Faith aſſure the thinking and intelligent 2. who not onely 
by Senſe, determine.the Bread is Bread , and the Wine 


Wine; but know; it.can be no ather, and the whole cirgje 


of Abſards, that crowd.in upon the change into the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, that have been ſo often arang'd a- 
gainſt ſuch a Figment, encompaſs them, that with higheſt 
"reaſon and aſſurance, they, can declare their Belief, as the 
* Law' of the Teft requires them'to do.. : ..1. 1... -- -; - ; 
| Whatever then may be the various ſhapes this Protews, 
or Camelien of Tranſubſtantiation hath put on through- 
out the lohg Z7:/torie of the Metamorpboy'd Notion, what- 
ever dreſs of Repreſentatipn, the Eloquence of _, Fa- 
-rl ers; 
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thers, the Canon of the Ecclefraſtics,or the DificilesNuge or 
-the vain curioſities and ſubtilties of the School-men have 
Attyr'd it in ; the ſincere honeſt mind, and the intelfi- 
gent Chriſtian, leaving all-rhe' cramping Difficulties of 
Tranſubſtantiation to its Slaves, can declare freely with the 
Teſt, There is not any Trauſubſtantiation of the Elements 
of Bread and Wine, in the Lord's Supper, into the Body 
and Blood of . Chriſt. | Whatever -ſpiritual Communion 
there may be between Chriſt in his Death, and the #rue 
Believer, is moſt- humbly in the mean time -owned' and 
prayed for : which 1s the firſt thing that was to be ſhewn. 
The ſecond Head is, That the very point of 7ranſub- 
fantiation, is of all others the moſt reaſonable toſertle the - 
Zeſt upon, andthe more reaſonable inall regards, beeztiſe 

of the ſo exceeding difficulty of the:Notion. - "4 
x. What can a civil Power have greater indignation a- 
gainſt, or be more willing toſettle upon, as an. excluſive 
TeF of &ll from places of Hon6ur, Truſt , and Power ; 
than the being Vaſſals to ſuch an Impoſture asdeſtroys all 
the Truth and Certainty that is in the World 2 Who can 
be believ'd upon Oath, (which the: Apoſtle fays is the end 
of all ſtrife) if there be no more credit to ſenſe, then that 
Bread may be a Humane Body, and Wine Blood, though 
it hath all the evidences to ſenſe poſlible, - it is what it 
judges it to be, and that is Bread > And what more heed 
can be given to Reaſon, if its main Foundations can be 
thus overturn'd, fo that all the principles of Government, 
and humane Converſe, are overthrown 2 What may not 
ſuch Bigots be ſcrewed into, . who leave themſelves naked 
of the defences of Seuſe and Reaſon, at the Command of 
a tyrannic Church, and Pope, and become meer Tools in 
ſuch Hands 2 Who can concredit to them the Intereſt of 
their Country , who couch'down ike Alles under ſuch a 
Burden, and eſpecially tor a Notion ſo dark and ſlippery, 
E 2 that 
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that go one knows where to. have it And what would 
_— of laamane Commerce, if fuch Things multiplj- 
pl | | . 
2. Upon. Trayſubhastiation, the FeF7-4# doth moſt 
deſervedly fall ; becauſt; when the foundations: of 'gene- 
ral Reaſon, and: comman. Senſe are laid, Retigion, and 
the Reaſon, and: Honour of that, as it is National, comes 
next, tobe confider'd,? that it: may bear up it fbIf, andin- 
vite both the Peaple of the Nation, and: eventhe Nations 
roundabout, to a juſt veneratian of it : But Tranfubſtaw- 
tiation being, made the great, and moſt tremendous My- 
Rery of the Rowan Rehgion, yet carrieth in the very judg- 
ment of ſenſe, the; Countenance:, mean , and appear- 
ance of the moſt notorious Cheat, and Juggle, that the 
Name of Religian ever offered tothe World ; for there be- 
ing 2 moſt contemptible, poor, and low ourſide onely, 
withoutthe leaſt of Power, or Puiſſance, or any the thin- 
neſt reſemblance of a Miracle; demands a Belief of 
—_— and moſt conſtant Miracle, daily tobe per- 
formed.by the moſt Profligate oftentimes, and moſt Ig- 
norant of Mankind, and depending upon their Intention 
roo, which may defeat the Mzrac/e. All this diſhonours 
the very Name of Chri/tjan Religion, and is ſo heavy, and 
intollerable a Gabel, Exciſe, and Tax upon the Religious 
Senſe of Mankind , as muſt needs eat out the whole 
Life, Power, and Reverence of it. And therefore it is 
worthy the Notice, Prevention and Correftionof ſo grand 
an Afembly, as the Xing, the Lords, Spiritual and Tem 
poral, and Commons of the Nation met in Parliament ; and 
the Seclufion of all Perfons from fo fage and awful a Con- 
vention, whoare under ſo great a Slavery, as not to re- 
nounce it : For as Moſes teſtifies, The wife Laws of a 
Nation in Religion give.it an Eftimation of a ſe, Great, 
and Honaurable Natiov. I therefore a Parliament _— 
the 


% , a I 
» b Bret a _ - Rs 
. - J 
P #; : I 2 , " " . 
bow ne ks bone o 2 
- = n - ——_ . I nr CO —_— 
MO en "Coat. > > £ D _—_ = = 
. # Py _ PR >" -_ —_— SS pom neon ” ——_— ” 
- q T of 3 - S b A LY _ w I >—_— _- 
ag > k F_o * - 44. * 4 
oo 9 D—w—_ - _ > —_— _— iaſ-——o_ w = 
* 


_— 
—— 


—_— - = ane © 
=Ig=—= 
-zx- 


- On NO n= 4 
r rs cs ES \ — 
we : 
ab... _ £ BR bs, 3 
== 


-$— = _ 


WI 


Tai 1 3 6 FF of Fu ys POO T7 (Ho 


- 


wn > w'f 7 wy 


vo ww. = T 0 his 5 wo WO 5D 


XUM 


(28). | 
the Rights and Properties of the Nation, from any Impo- 
ſttions upon- their Eſtates, but with their own Canſent : 
How: juſtly may it doe the ſame againſt any Illegal Im- 
poſitions-upon their Faith? : 

Aad whereas this Tranſubſtantitaion is attempted to be 
brought into Parallel, and placed in the Rank of other 
great Myſteries of the Chri/t:av Religion, as of the Bleffſed 
Father, Son, and. Spirit, One God, of the Fiypeſtatical 
Prion, and: Ixcarmation of Jeſus Chriſt, beſides the Intrin- 
ſick difference of the one, and of the other : There is this 
vaſt diſtance, That thoſe Supreme Revelations are Hea- - 
venly, Dwine, retir'd\ in Meditation, Holy Rational 
Diſcourſe, and: Spiritual Adorations; But this. of 7rav- 
ſubſtantiation,while it does nothing,offers nothing to Senſe, 
to Reaſon, or ſo much asto Faith from Divine Revelation, 
but by Groſs Letter, a Figurative, Spiritual Propofiti- - 
on into condenſating,. preſiing, and- incraſſating, it pre+ 
tendy to a real Operation , or converſion of Bread 
into the Body without any ſuch thing. But yet, as if 
ſach # thing were ſeen to be i done; Mercenary - 
Prieſts play all the Trieks of Geſture, Poſture, Elevation, 
Genieulation, with the whole Train of Attendant Frauds, 


too many to be mention'd, upon the'Seore of # dull coarſe 


Cheat even in Handicraft, and Legerdemain in Mechanicks. 


- All which Impoſtureis indeed, not onely Morally, but 


Naturally -impoſſibleever .to be underſtood. 

- 3. It oughe above all other Points in-Popery,: to be the - 
Subje&t of a 7e#+ 44, becauſe it hath above all other 
Points of Popiſh Falſhood, been made the 7ef? of Yaſſa- 
lage and Slavery,and as it were that very Markof theBeaf? ' 
joyn'd with the /dolatrie of Adoration, and Image-Wor- 
ſhip ; and of the Receiving his Name, and Forſhipping his - 
Image, which all muſt receiv, or be kill'd ; and none 
mult buy or- fell, that the Pſuedp Spiritual Exconmmu- 
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wication may be purſued with ſecular Anathema's upon 
all who will not: bear this Cogyiſance of the Beſtian Ulur- 


pation. In ſhort, This hath been che ceotral Point, from 


which, and into which have Flowed all the Cruelties, 
Perſecutions, Maſſacres, deluges of Bloud that have been 
pour'd out : Bloud of Men, Women, and Children, Sa- 
crific d atthis Altar, that have made it indeed an Altar of 
Bloud, an. Altar where real Fleſh .and Bloud have been. 


Offered, and to ſay, The Bread and Wine have been fo: 


Tranſubſtantiated into the Body and Bloud of Martyrs, 
were much nearer Truth. Here have been the ſo-much 
unheard-of -Barbarities and Inhumanities , 'that would 
make'a Hiſtorie of Tranſubſtantiation Truth, indeed, could 
it- be had, worth th' baving, to juſtifie the Tef?, and ſuch, 
a one, that.certainly could never upon the Account of fo 
bleſſed a Religion, ,and of a Sacrifice of ſuch- infinite 
Grace, as that. of Jeſus Chriſts Offering himſelf once for all 


for Mankind, have entred into the Heart of any Mean - 


were it -not that ſuch a very deteſtable Beſtial Power, 
that bears at this very_time, and hath long born a Cztie, 
or Falſe Church, in which wil be found the Bloud of Pro- 
phets, and Apoſtles, and that is Drunk with the Bloud of 
Saints, and of the Martyrs of Feſus, is made known unto 
us in the Revelation. OY. 
Now all this is matter of known ZH:ſtorze, and of e- 
vident Fat ; How juſtly therefore is Power, aud Truſt, 
endeavour'd to be ſurprized by a Proteſtant Parliament, 
from ſuch kands that dare not diſown Principles fo dou- 
ble dyed in Bloud, on the account of which ſuch B az- 
cberies, and Burnings of Men alive, have been commit- 
ted; that the ſo mi{-ſtil'd Barbaritie and Inhumanitie of the 
Teſt-A& compared herewith,is not only Mercie andHonor 
to the Perſons concerned , but a Monument of greateſt 
Equitie and Ph;lanthropie or Love to Humane Nature, 
tq 
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to endeavour to extinguiſh out of the Natzon the 
very Principles of ſo much Bloud-Guiltinels, and Bloud- 
Thirſt, of the greater heinouſneſs, becaus if the Biſhop 
be to be credited in the Caſe, it was for not believing a 
Tranſubſtantiation, which it was Morally ' impoſſable for 
thoſe Martyrs to know, and ſuch abitruſities which they 
 - neitherdid, nor could, nor indeed ought to underſtand. 

4. To preſs and force a litteral Senſe upon the Holy 
Scriptures Free Familiar Condeſcenfion to our Wealknels, 
in expreſſing things of. a high Spiritual Nature in ſuch 
| Language, as we in Humane Bodies moſt eaſily take 
{ things into our minds by, as in the Sacrament, the real 
Spiritual Union,and Communication of the Value, Vertue, 
and Efficacy of the Sacrifice of: Chriſt Himſelf, and in the 
Union of, and Communion, and Communication of his 
Spirit to us, isexpreſs'd by eating his Body, anddrinking 
his Bloud : Now I fay, to force, a litteral Senſe upon _ 
this, is ſuch a. piece of Rudeneſs, Barbaritie, and Iograti- 
tude, that if the. ſame meaſure were meeted toall other 


Humane Providence could attain, without the expeRation 


of Miracle. ETSOTES 0 F41:Y7 6 OL 23 tighi 
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'For what is meant by Tranſubſtantiation, the Biſhop 
himſelf fays, is altogether unknown and uncertain, eſpe- 
cially to the perſons chiefly concern'd, viz. the Nob:liry 
and Gentry of the Nations and which they neither ab, can, 
nor ought to know : What obligation can they then have 
to belreve it, except with ſuch a blind Faith as all Religi- 
on and Reafon abhors ? However, if they have-no Farrh 
concerning ſo fugitive a thing,that like a ſhadow,cannat be 
catch'd, or like the Phantom of a Body that hath-no flefþ 
and bones to be ſeen and felt,as all Bodies have,and as Chriſt, 
as it were prophetically, expos'd his Body to the Experi- 
ment of, when it was really there, that no 'fuch Impo- 
ture concerning it ſhould be palm'd upon the World: 1 
ſay, if the Nobility and Gentry have no Faith of fach a 
thing, why may they not profeſſ and declare, they donot 
believe it ? | 

For the Biſhop feems either not to be awake, or to dif- 
ſemble a ſlumber , that his Difcourſe of mens ſwearing 
ro any thing, his Burleſque on the famous Bargeſſes of Oxon, 
and his Appeal to the Efowourable Members concerning 


their Zdea's of Tranſub/tatiation, and the Babel thence a- 


rifing, [ the whole Notion is indeed a Babalifm, or per- 
taining to Babylon the Grear ] had been very 20od,if the 
Tef# had requir'd them to declare their befief of fuch a 
Tranſubſtantiation. But now tis Arguments tmnt coug- 
ter, -and impeach the Roman Zyramy of horrid Murthers 
upon perſons, for not believing what they neither db, cay, 
nor ought to know, what they can fo hardly pronounce the 


ſomnd of, much lefs hammer the ſtyrdy fullen Notion it ſelf: 


For who'can know what there is no ys, of > But 
what more innocent than to dectare, when lawfully re- 
quir'd, though before the Searcher of Hearts, 8 man does 
not believe what he cannot nor ought to know, nor fo 
much as anvil a Notion of 2 If it were never 'fo true, 


real, 
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real, knowable, and' worthy to be Zelieved, any one 
might, without guilt, ( when juſtly demanded to doſo ) 
declare he did not believe it, while he knew it not fo as to 
find reaſon to beljeve it; it were double Hypocrifie rodo 
otherwiſe : and all the Biſhop's arguing and ſtorying, can 
never make it otherwiſe. Indeed the whole recoyles 


upon himſelf, and daſhes out the brains of all he hath writ 


upon it ; which, ſure, he craſly overſaw, or thought all 
his Readers were ſach Fools as to be couzen'd with the 


gloſs. | 
For if the infidelitie were ever fo culpable, ic were a 


© Dutie, when adjur'd by a Lawto declare it ; but how can 


the infidelitie be blam'd, when after the Biſhop's hunting 
down the Notion through the whole Z7i/torie of the Con- 
troverfie, * He hath prey d only upon a Ghoſt, miſs'd of all 
* comprehenſion, and he pronounces the ſumm, and reſult 


 * of all to be what is meant by that 7ranſub/tantiation is 


* a thing altogether uncertain and unknown ; and there is no 
* one thing 1n which Chriſtendom more both agrees and 


_ * differs ; all Parties agree in the Thing, and differ in the 


* manner. Now it fo happens, the 7ef# was fo ſagact 
ouſly compos'd , though it might” lawfully have done 
much more, that it modeſtly leaves: the Thing free, and 


' requires only to declare'a Belief of ſuch Manner of 7rax- 


ſubſtantiation, as of the Elements of Bread and Wine, into 
the Bodie and Bloud of Chriſt ; and requires the Decla- 
rers own Belief alone, and nothing of cenfare'upon any 
others Belief in this branch of the 7ef# ; which furely a- 
ny man may lawfully make, that makes 'it- truly : and 
ſeeing the whole Iſſue of the Notion is Scepticiſm, the 
Biſhop himſelf being Judg, ( and what can the man do that 
comes after the iſhop?) may not every man then fay, 
ixgraaauBdro , I do not'comprehend it; therefore I'do not 
believe it. 2 
| WE: Indeed 


| w 3 
Indeed if there were Revelation for it, like what there 
is concerning the Father, Ford, and Spirit, ene God, con- 
cerning the Incarnation and Hypoſtatic Vnion of the Eter- 
»al Word with tiumane Nature, leaning not on figurative 
expreſſion, but plain aſſertion, wrought into all the dif- 
courſe, and: whole Argument of Scripture; all Diſputes 
were ſilenc'd. | 
| But when there is no pretext of Revelation, but ſuch a 
manner of ſpeaking, as if it were preſs'd alike into a lite- 
ral ſenſe, through rhe whole Book of God, it muſt over- 
throw all Theologie. Fo refuſe thena Figare there where 
it is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that elſe Chriſt muſt cat his 
own fieſh , while it remain'd entire before the 4poſtles, 
and drink his own &/oud, while it was cuculating in his 
Veins, and no amaze nor ſo much as queſtion upon it, 
is ſuch a ſettiog the Scripture to be broken upon the 
Wheel, ſuch a Barbarity, as exceeds a thouſandtold all the 
Barbarities and Iuhumanities ſpoken of throughout the: 
Biſhop's whole Book : Eſpecially when our Lord declares 
ina like manner of ſpeaking, and doubts upon it ; &Zs 
words were opiri and life,] and the fleſh profited nothing, 
Why then ſhould men bring the Scripture to the Engine, 
to torture it into the confeſſion of what (as God ſpeaks ) 
never came into hu heart ® | 
And ſo I may fairly diſmiſs the Biſhop's longfom Elt- 
Rorie of Tranſubſtantiation, (ſeeing the mouth, of his Ca- 
non turns. upon hiraſelf for what he can; and what 
ſhonlda-man be ſhie of in declaring his Non-belzef of what 
is againſt all the ſenſe and reaſon of mankind, what hath 
no-ground in Reve/ation, and what all the Wits and Subs 
tilties the Canonilts and Schoot-men, yea the very Coun» 
 cils of the Roman Vaſlalage can, when ſet upon the ut- 
moſt ſtretch, make nothing of, but a meer Babel, if we 
may believe the Biſhop, in what he determines _—_— 
| whole 
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whole ſearch in favour of it. Not like Solomon's conclu- 

fron of the matter into the. whole of man, but like the con- 

cluſion-of Babel, all was Fargon, Nonſenſe, Confuſion, and 

Rubbiſh ; and worle than that, the concluſion will be 

_ that of Babylon the Great, a perpetual Deſolation and 
urning. 

They therefore who have like Slaves &or'd their Ears 
to this ſpiritua/ Egyptian ſlavery , and under the Plague 
of its Darkneſs to be even felt , how juſt is it to difen- 
gage them from taking the Rights of their Prince and 
Comntry into their zruff, whether their contented $ 
riſe from ſome weak part, or a worſe depravedneſs, 
which inclines their always. owed down Backs, and their 
Eyes laden with flamber under ſach a monſtrous Biger- 
e7jm. 

7 come therefore to conſider of the ſecond Propoſiti- 
on, which, however it runs in the Biſhop's Text, is thus 
expreſs'd in the 7ef: * And that the &rvocation or Ado- 
* ration of the Virgin Mary, or any other Saint, and 
* the Sacrifice of the Maf, as they are now uſed in the 
* Church of Rome, are ſuperſtitious and idolatrous. 

In which, although 1 confcfs in my own Judgment, 
the very Extremity, as of Senſe, that the words can 
reach, are ſupported by the demerit of the things De- 


. clared againſt : Yet, becauſe it is a TeF, publickly offer- 


ed, the refuſal of which ſuſpends fo great an Intereſt, as 
all ſhare in Government, as the Biſhop exprefles it. It 
will-notbe unfit to obſerve all the Lennives, that are by 
the Prudence of the Compoſers, {whoever they were, tt 

makes no matter) contriv'd into it. | | 
z. Therfore, 7 dobelieve is prefix'd to the whole Tef?, 
by common Equity of Conſtru#ton to be fupplyed. IT do 
believe the firſt Propofirion, That i the Sacrament, &c. 
And in the ſecond, 1 do believe, that the Invocation, &c. 
F 4 Now 
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Now it is Evident, a Man may Swear to tus ownBelzef, 
if he knows he does-really ſo Believe, although he be 
miſtaken in the grounds of his Belief, becaule it is onely 
matter of Fa& within-himſelt. 

2. There is a Limitation, As theſe things are usd, and 
wow us'd in the Church of Rome, whether by expreſs 
Command, or by Approbation, or Gonnivence ; lo that 
the very groſlneis and ſtupidity of the moſt Dull and 
Ignorant, who ſtick in the very thick Matter, and are 
able to extricate themſelves, as the finer Wits-pretend to 
do, are to be.taken into that Z/ſage, and that moſt Meri- 
toriouſly, ſeeing if the Church ot Rome leads ſuch unwa- 
ry, and unapprehenſive Perſons in Obedience to it, to 
the very brink of the Precipice into ſo ceep, and impure 
a Mud, and that ſo unneceſſarily; it is to be chang'd 
with the Z/ages, as in it ſelf. 

- And then thoſe words of the 7ef?, As it is now uſed; ſig- 
nifies the firſt beginnings of theſe things were nct lo freſh, 
as now they are arriv'd to be. 

. In that, the word Superſtitions is firſt ſet, as the 
leſſer and moſt undoubted, and then not the downright 
full-out word /dolatry, but 1dolatrous. It takes off the 

" full Blow of the Cenſures, for /do/atry imports a great 

danger, ſuſpicion, and nearneſs to /dolatry, but not ab- 

| ſolute /dolatry it felf. And this the Biſbop ought in all 

candid dealing to have taken Notice of, and to have al-. 

lowed the Caution, with which the 7ef# is worded ; for 

the Szabbing, and Cut-throat word 1dolatry is not uſed, 
and fo the P1quancy of that his remark falle. 

But letting ſlip all things that do not enter into the ſub- 
ſtance of the matter, it is firſt to be obſerved, that abſo- 
lutely and in earneſt, all that dreadful Repreſentation of 
the puniſhment of /do/atry in this World, is difown'd by 
all ſober Chriſtians : and thoſe rigid Laws, or any omg 
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Zelotic Spirit of Elias, asamong the Fews on: the account 
of dolatry, are reverſed under the milder-temper, and. 
more moderate climate of Chriſtan. Religion , and. the 

compaſlionate Spirit of it , as repeated; by our Savianr 

expreſly in thoſe words to the Diſciples, that were for de- 
manding Fire from Heaven upon the Samaritans, Luke 9. 
54-. To which our Lord rejoyned, Te know not what ſp 
rit ye are of : the Son of man came not to deſtroy mens lives, 
but to ſave them. We diſown all ſuch torrid Enthuftaſm 

where-ever it is found, upon this Authority, and ſuch 

Ravagings upon the Lives of men meerly for' their, 
(notwithſtanding fo great) deluſions in fo plain a point of 
Divine Worſhip, are not ſo much as:thovyght df \in-the- 
Teſt : Cruelties and inhumanities of that king, are left as. 
the proper Inheritance of the Idolatrous, who indeed cut 

Throats, and cauſe innocent Perſons to paſs through the 

Fire alive, 1n the rage of their Mo/och-Sacrafice.: And I 

am fully perſwaded the principal end of the Teſt-A# was 
to ſecure the Lives and Fortunes of a Proteftant Nation 

from the.fury and blood-thirſtineſs of that name of Reli- 

gion, by which it is as much known (as the Scar/et and 

Purple it is arraied in) and that in the Hiſorie of ſome 

Ages paſt, and ſo cannot but be ſtill ſuſpe&ed. 

The prevention indeed of ſuch, the public prattiſe of 
thoſe Superſtitions and /dolatrouſneſſes, is worthy the care. 
of a Proteſtant Magiſtracy to prevent, and to take care the 
Contagion may not ſpread, much leſs that a Proteſtant 
Kingdom ſhould come under the Girdle of its Miniſterial 
Government, (although with all Zoyalry, it owns their 
Soveraign, according to the Chriſtian Law, and of the Na- 
tion). and then for to ſet ſuch Bounds to it, as may maſt 
indemnike it ſelf. 101943 1 

_ But for the ſecurities of Divine Juſtice upon. 7dolatry,. 
whenever they com to be manite(ted; they wil be juſt,and. 
bring their conviction along with them ; which may be 

ſpeedier 
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ſpeedier than men are aware, the Meaſure of Tniquity g 
ing now fall, as of more then one God, is 7dolarry, to of 
more than ove Mediator is a Parallel Fdolatry. And as 
letting all any glances of Reſpe&t upan any Creature, 
Perſon, or Thing, Angel,or Diamon, Sun, Moon,or Stars, 
or the inferiour Creatures, as partial Gods conveying the 
Benifits of the Supreme God to us, is foul /do/atry : fo 
any partial or inferiour Mediators, ave alike 7do/atry, 
under the Goſpel. And as the making to ourſelves any 
likewe/s eicher in Heaven above, or the Earth beneath, &c, 
as a Medium to Worſhip God by : fo the ing to our 
| ſelves any likeneſs of the Mediator; (Forthough we had 
knows him after the fleſh, yet ({aith the Apoſtle) we trow 
him ſo no more.) arealike /dolatrow. How cerrainly then 
are the ſrvocations of the Virgin, of Saints Idolatrous, as 
giving them a ſhare of the incommunicable Mercy, Om- 
niſciency, Omaipreſence, ſeeing they are not viſtble to 
us, we-cannot ſpeak with them at certam times or places, 
we know them not, we know not they know us; 
there are no kinds of Communion between us; a Vail of 
thick Darkneſs is ſpread betwixt us, which nothing bur 
Infinity can pierce, The Infmity of the Father, the fafi- 
nity of the Mediator, God-man : Men indeed whom we 
ſee, whom we converſe with, to whom wecan make our 
Advreh, to gieeand reve toute] Refgious Hecpotts, 
to gi receive pious K S, 
and of Civiley and Kindneſt, according tothe Stations of 
—_ and Subordination we ftand in one to ano» 
ther. | 
But how both Senſeleſs, and /dolatrovs, would it be 
with hope of good to pray to any Perſon Earth, at 
great, or even at the ſmalleſt diſtance one from another, 
wheee no - Communication palles by Word , Mefſ- 
ge, und Letters, as inour private Cloſets, and Thoughts; 
= this 
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this were to make them, as God Omniſcient, Omnipre- 
fent. And to pray to Saints or Ang as Mediators, is 
Idolatry committed againſt the Medzator, asit he had not 
thar whote Sum of Mediatoria! Mercy, Grace, Privi- 
ledges in himfelf. How certainly then are their rvoca- 
tons continually us'd at Rome, not only Super/titiqus, but 
Tdelatrons : And indeed all Papi is Jdolatry, againſt 
the Second Commandment ; Deviſing an Image, ar Like- 
ef to go to God by them. . | 

How certainlyare thoſe abundance of Images, Pilures,. 
Statues, Repreſentations, us'd at Rome : Their Gacenfing, 
Bowing , Kneeling , uncovering the Head, to Images and 
Piftyres, usd at Rome, Idolatrous 7 For even Job's Month 
kiſſing his Fand, was an Indication ſufficient of an.exticed - 
Freart, Their Elevation , Adoration , Geniflexian ,. gj- 
ven to the Bread, as the Body of Chrift, are of the 
ſame guilt, feeing Chrif? was never Woouyed Bodtly 
on Earth, when his- Apoltles were daily with him, but 
m the Emanations of his Divinity, how much more (agw 
we are fo know him no more after the fleſh) therefore are 
we not to Worſhip him Bodily, not.in an Imaginary 
Tranſubftantiation. of the Elements) into. Fleſh : Doth 


-not he abhor ſuch a Worſhip? 


For whatever we do in pretence of Worſhip to 
God and Chrift, chat is not either the pure Iſſues of 
that Law of the Mind , or of the Natural Conſcience 
it felf, or is revealed to us in his Word: The Wor- + 
hip { call it how you will, Duiia, or an inferiour Wor- 
ſhip) not ſo warranted, paſſes before God for no other, 
but Superſtition and Idolatry. Even the Worſhip of the 
Man Chriſt Feſus onely, as united to the Eternal Word, 
is jaſtified by Divine Revelation : fo tender and ſevere a 
rhing is the Worſhip of the Foly Jealous God; who as he 
3s ſeparated from all Creacures in his Purity and PerfeRi- 
on, ſo in his Worfhip, and tne manner of his Worſhip = | 
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pointed only by himſelf, And fo Holy, Holy, Foly, and infi- 
nitely ſeparate from all Creatures is F EHOYVATH 
the Mediator , with whom none can be named ; even as 
none can know but by the Revelation of the Father. All 
Worſhip therefore given to Creature-Mediators, all Wor- 
ſhip given to him not according tohis Word, is but Super- 

flitious and 7delatrous in his Account. | 
How 'near therefore is it to. the Blaſphemy, of which 
* the Author © confeſſes, Idolatry is a principal inſtance ; 
when, he ſpeaks of the.Cherubins being worſhipp'd ; who 
indeed, had by God's immediate Command, a Place of 
Attendance, by the Mercy-Seat : this Type of Chriff, o- 
ver which God filling the Tabernacle, and ſo the Temple 
after with his Glory, that none could enter, and fo on- 
ly gave a remaining Symbol of his Preſence there; but 
likewiſe of God to be ſeen ; but the People are warn'd 
over and over, to take notice they ſaw -no Likeneſs or 
Similitude of God; nor is there the leaſt ſhadow of any 
dire&ion of Worſhip to thoſe Cherubins ; but to that Gcd, 
who was pleas'd to promiſe his Preſence there, where his 
Glory had appear'd, in Chriſt the propitiation ; ſo that 
by pure ſpiritual Afts, they might pray towards that 
place, cal” by his Name, without any, prophaning God 
by ſenſe : From which he is always in an infinite retire- 
ment, for ſenſe is the Foundation of delqtry. . And a- 
greeably what was in the Zoly of Holes, not being ſeen, 
was a warning to retire . all jinto a ſpirituality , and a 
ſenſe of the incomprehenſibleneſs of God, the enjoyment 

-of him being in pure ſpirituality. _ 54 
Andas falſe it is, that the Scripture ſpeaks onely of the 

[dolatry of Worſhipping the Heavenly Body. 

For from the heights above, to what is moſt below, 
the changing of the Glory. of the incorruptible God, with any 
 corruptile Image, or the Worfhip dire&ed by the Media» 
tion of any Imgge, 15 Abomination to him, as in _—_ 
; leſs 
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-too ſoon that Government grew to weak too eſtabliſh it 
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leſs places of Scripture (Befides the Second Commandment ) 

articularly Duet. 4. 16: Rom.1. 23. For that F can hard- 
y believe my eyes in readiog the Biſhop's Definition of 
Hdolatry,and ſo it is as to the Redeemer, or one Mediator, 
who is notto be worſhipped, by any mage of his Fluma- 
»ity, nor by ſo deſpicable a Thing as Bread, which he 
made only the Element of a ſpiritual Communication of 
himſelf, as a moſt familiar Emblem, without the leaſt 
deſign of Worſhip to it, moſt abhorred by him. 

Moſt falſe it is, therefore, that there is no /dolatry if. 
Men do not worſhip Images of falſe Gods, or make corpo- 
real Images of his divine Nature : For Angels, thd has 
Servants, and Saints departed, become falſe Gods, and 
Names of Blaſphemy, when worſhlpped with any fort of 
Worſhip, as the Apocaliptick Angel teſtifies, -chap. 21. v. 
22, and the Hoff fo worthi == is the Symbol of a falſe 
God, as turn'd into a Litench. and /mage, before the jea- 
lous God, and Mediator, who will have all pure Spiritu- 
ality in the Worſhip of them. | | 

And yet in the mean time, I muſt acknowledge that 
the Biſhop hath rightly obſerved concerniog that 7dolatry, 
which he is willing toallow to be /dolatry, viz. the Wor- 
ſhip of the beavenly Bodies (and I am ſure it will follow of 
all other Idolatry, that it is to be proportionably admea- 
ſur'd to) /t is an iniquity to be puniſhed by a Fudge, viz. 
By the Civil Magiſtrate. And this determination con- 
cerning Idolatry, is recorded in that admirable Book : of 

Natural Religion, the Book of Fob. * Now the Laws of 
Natural Religion are irreverfibJe, and unchangeable ; ſo 
that were it not that in the great degeneracie of humane 
Nature, the generality of the,Nationsof the World were 
early dretich'd, and even plurg'dinthis great evil, Na- 
tures Laws had always ſo prevail'd'; Whereis, alas, too 


ſelf ; 
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lf ; and were that Government, the Government of 
the Law, written. in Mans, Heqrt reſtot'd, it muſt pro- 
ceed with all gave Jar the extirpating this -Evil ; and 
where it was ſo much reſtored, as among the Fews, and 
enforced with further Poſitive and. Ceremonial Sharpneſs 
of Laws, the Rigors on Offenders were fo great, as the 
Bi/hop has Recounted : 'But yet the mercy of the Gof- 
pel, ang of, Chriſt;an Religion, 1s ſuch, that although in 
Governments able and equal for it , there ought to be 
no abatement of Severity againſt the Sitrit ſelf, yet there 
io byChri, a Relaxation, as to| Perſons Lives, where tha 

gl guiky. Creartlners Prelumption, Obſtioacy, 
anger of bad Examplc;donot inflame the Account of the 
Evil: All nieans of Conyerſion and Reformation 'be- 
ing firſt uſed ; which isa great juſtification of the lawful- 
nefoand necellity of the 727, in # Proteſtant Govetomei, 
Nevertheleſs, the generality. of'the;Sin,. hath been at'no 
time tos big for Divine Vengeance ; bur that it hath'ap- 
peared from Heaven upon /delatrous Powersand Nations, 
whea he ſaw good ; And the time is approaching, when 
a better State of the renewed World growing on, will, by 
degrees, but with ſignal Yzals:-powred out. upon the, 


whole Race of, 1do/aters and. their Zdolatries , make way. 


of Jdala- 
cripture-Prophefie bath ſettled it upon. 


its 


far off from 
tries, where yet 
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its own Baſe; in that Land that 'is- Spiritwaly called $43 
war, or Myſtical Babylon : His Diſcourſe, indeed, is blen- 
ded ſometimes with better, that it may convey more 
Artificially the intollerably bad, ſometimes with things 
doubtful and uncertain, . that the notoriouſly Falſe may 
hope to skulk among them. c; WON | 

I cannot, according to the brevity I have refolv'd,- re- 
tail to the Reader, ſo ambagjous, or tedious an Account 
of Tdolatry, There are two things among his own No- 
tions, that if he had taken his Meaſures by , they would 
have ſteerd him much better, viz. Firſt, 'The obſerva. 
tion of the Great Care God took by all his Dealings with 
his People, Deſcendants from Abraham, to ſecure them 
- yy Mediatorſhip in the acknowledgment of 

One God, Creator of Heaven and Eardb, the- Univer- 
fal and moſt Natural Standard againſt /4o/arry, together 
with thoſe particular afſurances of himſelf to them; by 
his Covenant with Abraham, by bringing them out of 
the Land of Egypr, fpeaking to them out of the Cloud, 


and Fire on Mount Sinaz, by his filing the Tabernacle 


with:his Glory, which 'is eſpecizHy to be remark'd, both 
in Moſes's Tabernade, and So/omor's Teraple, as being 
the true Reaſon of the Worſhip toward the: Holy of 'Z70- 
lies. And Secondly, the obſervation of the Sabbath, as 
a peculiar Commemoration of the Creator, as alſo of the 
further Manifeſtation of the fame true God , Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, who was 1o particularly the God of 

Abraham's Poſterity. . . 
Had theſe two Obfervations , together with the 
Types, which the Epiſcopal Author, with Dr. Spencer, 
and other Learned men, not without Reaſon, make Fen. 
ces between 1ſrael and rhe 1dolatrous Nations, "and their 
Holatries; oras the Apoſtle calls it, Partition-Waff'; theſe 
would have led to the One Medzator Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
G 2 | 'that 
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that very Propitjation and Aercy-Seat, of which, that in 


the Zoly of Holies was but the Type, and for which 


pe ſake the Shecinah, or Glory once came, and 
fate in its filling the 7 empler as between the Cherubims, 
or Attendant Angels, Simbolycally Repreſented in an Ado» 
ring Poſture, ſtooping down, and prying upon the MHer- 
63-Seat, as that Type of Chriſt, as the Apoſtle Peter al- 
ludes, 1 Per. 1.12. Worſbipping,; but the Spirits, whom 
they reſemble, would have abhor'd to be Worſhipped ; 
 Ashe moſt injuriouſly to Truth, would bear his Readers 
in hand, if they would be deceived by him. 

Now, as Redemption parallell's Creation; ſo the One 
Mediator, the One God; as our Lord himſelf teacheth. 
This is Life Eternal, to know Thee the onely true God, and 
whom thou haſt ſent, Feſus Chriſt, and ſo the Apoſtle 
tells us : There are Gods many, and Lords many in the 
World, Counterfeits of the One God, and One Mediator. 
As the Heatheniſh Gods, and Baalim, or Daimons, who 
were eſteem'd a middle Region of Gods, or Mediators : 
But to ws, ſaith he, There is But One God, the Father of 
Whom are all things, and we in, cr for, or unto bim; and 
Ore Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, and we by 
bins. So to Timothy, There is One God, and One Medi- 
ator, between God and Man, the Man Chrift Jeſus, which 
one God is now known to us, as the God and Father of 
eur Lord Jeſus Chrift, which Title drinks up, as the An- 
titype doth the Type of the former Titles, of the God 
of Abraham, &c. of the God that _ from Egypt, 
that fits between the Cherubins : that 7: 

Creator, Lord of Heaven and Earth, is not in the leaſt ec- 
eclips'd, but ſhines together upon, and with, and in the 
Redeemer, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 

And as a Teſtimony and ſtanding Plea of all this; 
the Sabbath of Creation, is remov'd from the Seventh, 

| into 


tle, indeed, of . 


intoan Union with the Firf? Day, the Sabbath of Redem- 
ption, or Lord's Day. OED | 

Thus there is,. as the Apoſtle John ſpeaks, the true God, 
and eternal Life, in. the very mxntion of: which, as fore- 
ſeeing the great Antichriftian 1dolatry coming; upon the 
Chriſtian World in orher Meazazors,- (the fame thing with 
other Gods) he makes the Concluſion and Farewel of 
his Epiſtle, :ztle Children, keep your ſelves ſrom Idols : 
and ſeal's it with a paſſionate, Amen. ,_  — 

Now this One God, and this one Mediator, we are to 
worſhip, and only to know, and oxhy to ſerv, all intro- 
ducing other Medators, either of Man, or of other Crea- 
tures, as in honour to God, to worſhip Him, 'or Jeſus 
Chriſt by them, join'd with ſome Ceremonies of a Ser- 
vice,as Knceling,Bowing, [ncenfing, [nuaking,&c. is [dolatrous. 

And now to draw the whole matter of /dolatry to a 
concluſion ; I confeſs, it ſeems:neceſſary, that whoever 
takes the TeF, being, as the Brſþop truly obſerves, of the 
Alloy of an Oath, it is neceſlary he ſhould take it in Fudge 
ment, as wellas in Righteouſucfs, and in Truth, 

That any one may ſo do it, he muſt carry about him a 
Gauge, or certain Notion of '7dolatry, and ſome general 
knowledge of the Uſages of Rome, as to the Invocation of 
the Virgin, of Saints, the adoration. of them in their Images, 
with the Sacrifice of the Maſs ; which by a little enquiry 
will be eaſily known, if it gan be at all unknown to any 
Perſons, who can be ſuppos'd to have poſſible obligation 
to take the 7ef? : For the Roman Church does not hide its 
Sin; but carries the Title onrits Forehead, the Title its - 
dolatrous Fornicaticns;: and its Papal Prince carries. his 
Names of Bl/aſphemy, 1dolatry, on her Heads; and it is to 
be earneſtly prayed, theſe things may not be more vul- 
gerly known among us, againſt which the 7ef#:is one 
great ſecurity... - | ET << by 
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To give then m"the'\feeontd Place, a very ſhort, and 
portable Gauge of /dolatry, I ſhould chule to do it beſt, 
by all Thave faid ; as encas'd, 'or enchas'd, _in the very 
words,” Superſtition and; Wolatry, truly explain'd. The 
firſt of which-imports'-any religions AR, - erther to Per- 
foiis'dead,' as if they were now alive, and converſant 
with us, though above, as the Virgin Mary,.or Saints de- 
parted or elſe and. (as may moſt agree) Super Statutum, 
above the Rule and Eaw of alt religivus Actions, wiz. 
the very Law and Tight of Nature, teaching us natural 
Relipion,which'confifts only 'm the Religion of the Mind, 
and expreſſed only in-the moſt neceſſary Rational Latria, 
or Service of our Bodies ; or elfe which beſt explains 
alReligion'to us: The Word of God; ſccing; there we 
fAxtnothing of fuch 'Froocarier, or Adoration, fo much 
i in any dark Line of cither of theſe Laws ; but much 
written ; 25 with a Sun-Beam againſt them, who even 
knows, and believes the Word of Ged, may boldly call 
the uſages of Rome faperſtitions. : 

And as to 1dolatry, it is the Service to an Apparition 
of a:Ged, toour dark and fooliſh Imagination, for the One 
God, that made Heaven, and Earth; or the Apparition of 


a Mediator, befides Jeſus Chrift, the Oze Mediator, who 


redeem d us 'by his Death : Both which are againſt the 
firft Commandement, for Idolatry is a worſhip of any 
thing whatever that isbehev'd to be God,and Chriſt, frot 
-the higheft Heavens to the loweſtCentre, by any _—_ 
fenfible Repreſentation, (asagainſt the ſecond Commande- 
ment.) 


ent. | 
'--Now he may be ſure of this /dolarry, whoever conſi- 
ders the 'Romifh Church, (falſely fo call d) the ſptritual Baby- 
Jon, the City made of graven Images ; ſo certainly that 
beaded Babylon, that in the days of Fohn's receiving the 


then 
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then (five of its Goverameats fo natorious in Hiſtory, 
being fallen, or gone off from'their Principality) undes 
its ſoxth King, the Heathen Emperor ; and for" 4ittle ſpace 
under the Chriſtian Emperor its ſeventh King, \busign Head, 
and hath been under its eighth Xing, that wes of thoſe {e: 
ven Kings, who wereever Heads, ever ſinde the expiratis 
on of Augu/tulgs's Line; 'the-late.Emperor,i Hy, Dow. 4753 
:- For till Rowe: be viterly deſtro#'d,. and 'favk-like'a Mile 
ſtone into the S44i' That eighth ting, the Beaff Re -or P 
ſhall- not be-utterly deſtroyed ; but Rome, and its dighrh 
King, fall fall wichin few; years, from its Tew-king'd Prins 
CAPalbt1es,. | ht 3/1 
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- Allwhichcmay be: thus demonſtrated; the Bounds of 
the' Propheſies Rand eminent, ant! 'ynmoveable , :even-to 
de ration, -'viz..; the ZJeatben Empire therein being . 
at one end,,,and the final ruin of: Rowe atthe other ;\ in 
the middle: jaſt'as the:rſhert Jivid Ghriftian Empire expis 
ring, ira forty £-yeoprophetic Months, / or: Times'of the 
Moon ; amounting; to £322: prophetic- years; 'which; ace 
counted from. 475, i muſt. end x697:..._ 1 
:, New this Reme, and its ſo call'd Church; is Fh/berres 
of: {ddlavries; and the. Pope. its Hilo, ori rich, of 
Prophet — it; and- fo. Jeſcrib'd.in She Reatfation, 
and the thing: there Propirecied}/ ſo falfilld:lih.alt Eyes, 
and Ears, in; the. B/oſphewies. of:God, and of all that dwell 
in Heaven, by theſe 7dolatries ; that then can be no 
hazard, if there was liberty to demonſtrate the thing, as 
it may Keyemonſtragedy: It would put Tranſub/tantiation, 
the Worſhip of the Virgin, of Saints, and the Adoration of 
the Maſs, and its Sacrifice out of all Diſpute, although - 
the things may be otherwiſerer, enough beyond Contro -. 
verſy, yet not ſo ſuddenly or ſurely, as by this Prophecy 
is well explain'd. | 
In the mean time,to ſay all ina word, I cannot but make 
great - 
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great doubt, whether the Biſhop with fo great pretence, 
and yet fuch thinSophiſms in the room of Reaſon,and with 
thoſe'Unepiſcopal, Unchriltian,Ungentile, as well as high- 
ly Senſeleſs'Reflefions iipon a Perſon of ſo great Learn- 
ing,Gravity and Piety in theeyes of the whole Nation, (as 
Dr. $7.) did-indeed deſign any more, than to Ridicule 
what he would: ſeem to Favor, things fo Falſe, fo Fallaci- 
ous, ſo-Incontluſive, could never elſe have been fo laid 
rogether, and to carry; as it were a freſh Remembrance. 
At. the laſt he concludes his Book under a tranſparent 77#- 
fany,with AU 7" IT} ng if thenot taking t 
Teſt, did wrap up the Refuſers in a Cormvition of Recuſancy ; 
to: which putpole hs foiſt's in # part of the '7eſt-44, lea- 
viong out what- wold have 'convifted 'him of ſenſleſs 
Frandulency : For he well knows, not the Refuſal of the 
Zeſs,” but the Refuſal,-and yet invading” Offces contrary 
to the Te&f, ' brings" any-one under that Eomition: Whe: 
ther therefore - he was in earneſt, or in a' Sathavic Fa- 
yaticiſm, when he writiall this, I much doubt; but if he 
were, indeed, in carneft, he deſerves the CharaQer-of the 
weakeſt of Men, in a diſguiſe of -a Man of Parts-and 
Learding; if- not, of the moſt infidelious and diſhonel 
Sopbifter in the Laws of a Proteſtant Biſhop. BOD 

But without-any railing Accufation againſt him, or 
any ſuch, I pray as Ibegun, the Lord rebute them, 
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